


















Catechism of the Catholic Church 

356 Of all visible creatures only man is "able to know and love his creator". He is "the 

only creature on earth that God has willed for himself", and he alone is called to share, 

by knowledge and love, in God's own life. It was for this end that he was created, and 

this is the fundamental reason for his dignity: 

What made you establish man in so great a dignity? Certainly the incalculable love by 

which you have looked on your creature in yourself! You are taken with love for her; 

for by love indeed you created her, by love you have given her a being capable of 

tasting your eternal Good.  

357 Being in the image of God the human individual possesses the dignity of a 

person, who is not just something, but someone. He is capable of self-knowledge, of 

self-possession and of freely giving himself and entering into communion with other 

persons. and he is called by grace to a covenant with his Creator, to offer him a 

response of faith and love that no other creature can give in his stead. 

358 God created everything for man, but man in turn was created to serve and love 

God and to offer all creation back to him: 

What is it that is about to be created, that enjoys such honour? It is man that great and 

wonderful living creature, more precious in the eyes of God than all other creatures! 

For him the heavens and the earth, the sea and all the rest of creation exist. God 

attached so much importance to his salvation that he did not spare his own Son for the 

sake of man. Nor does he ever cease to work, trying every possible means, until he 

has raised man up to himself and made him sit at his right hand. 

578 Jesus, Israel's Messiah and therefore the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, was 

to fulfil the Law by keeping it in its all embracing detail - according to his own words, 

down to "the least of these commandments". He is in fact the only one who could 

keep it perfectly. On their own admission the Jews were never able to observe the 

Law in its entirety without violating the least of its precepts. This is why every year 

on the Day of Atonement the children of Israel ask God's forgiveness for their 

transgressions of the Law. the Law indeed makes up one inseparable whole, and St. 

James recalls, "Whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty 

of all of it."  

580 The perfect fulfilment of the Law could be the work of none but the divine 

legislator, born subject to the Law in the person of the Son. In Jesus, the Law no 

longer appears engraved on tables of stone but "upon the heart" of the Servant who 

becomes "a covenant to the people", because he will "faithfully bring forth 

justice". Jesus fulfils the Law to the point of taking upon himself "the curse of the 



Law" incurred by those who do not "abide by the things written in the book of the 

Law, and do them", for his death took place to redeem them "from the transgressions 

under the first covenant". 

613 Christ's death is both the Paschal sacrifice that accomplishes the definitive 

redemption of men, through "the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world", and the sacrifice of the New Covenant, which restores man to communion 

with God by reconciling him to God through the "blood of the covenant, which was 

poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins". 

614 This sacrifice of Christ is unique; it completes and surpasses all other 

sacrifices. First, it is a gift from God the Father himself, for the Father handed his Son 

over to sinners in order to reconcile us with himself. At the same time it is the offering 

of the Son of God made man, who in freedom and love offered his life to his Father 

through the Holy Spirit in reparation for our disobedience. 

601 The Scriptures had foretold this divine plan of salvation through the putting to 

death of "the righteous one, my Servant" as a mystery of universal redemption, that is, 

as the ransom that would free men from the slavery of sin. Citing a confession of faith 

that he himself had "received", St. Paul professes that "Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the scriptures." In particular Jesus' redemptive death fulfils Isaiah's 

prophecy of the suffering Servant. Indeed Jesus himself explained the meaning of his 

life and death in the light of God's suffering Servant. After his Resurrection he gave 

this interpretation of the Scriptures to the disciples at Emmaus, and then to the 

apostles.  

602 Consequently, St. Peter can formulate the apostolic faith in the divine plan of 

salvation in this way: "You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 

fathers... with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

He was destined before the foundation of the world but was made manifest at the end 

of the times for your sake." Man's sins, following on original sin, are punishable by 

death. By sending his own Son in the form of a slave, in the form of a fallen 

humanity, on account of sin, God "made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God."  

616 It is love "to the end" that confers on Christ's sacrifice its value as redemption 
and reparation, as atonement and satisfaction. He knew and loved us all when he 
offered his life. Now "the love of Christ controls us, because we are convinced that 
one has died for all; therefore all have died." No man, not even the holiest, was ever 
able to take on himself the sins of all men and offer himself as a sacrifice for all. the 
existence in Christ of the divine person of the Son, who at once surpasses and 



embraces all human persons, and constitutes himself as the Head of all mankind, 
makes possible his redemptive sacrifice for all. 

1365 Because it is the memorial of Christ's Passover, the Eucharist is also a sacrifice. 

the sacrificial character of the Eucharist is manifested in the very words of institution: 

"This is my body which is given for you" and "This cup which is poured out for you is 

the New Covenant in my blood." In the Eucharist Christ gives us the very body which 

he gave up for us on the cross, the very blood which he "poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins."  

1366 The Eucharist is thus a sacrifice because it re-presents (makes present) the 

sacrifice of the cross, because it is its memorial and because it applies its fruit: 

[Christ], our Lord and God, was once and for all to offer himself to God the Father by 

his death on the altar of the cross, to accomplish there an everlasting redemption. But 

because his priesthood was not to end with his death, at the Last Supper "on the night 

when he was betrayed," [he wanted] to leave to his beloved spouse the Church a 

visible sacrifice (as the nature of man demands) by which the bloody sacrifice which 

he was to accomplish once for all on the cross would be re-presented, its memory 

perpetuated until the end of the world, and its salutary power be applied to the 

forgiveness of the sins we daily commit.  

1367 The sacrifice of Christ and the sacrifice of the Eucharist are one single sacrifice: 

"The victim is one and the same: the same now offers through the ministry of priests, 

who then offered himself on the cross; only the manner of offering is different." "In 

this divine sacrifice which is celebrated in the Mass, the same Christ who offered 

himself once in a bloody manner on the altar of the cross is contained and is offered in 

an unbloody manner."  

1368 The Eucharist is also the sacrifice of the Church. the Church which is the Body 

of Christ participates in the offering of her Head. With him, she herself is offered 

whole and entire. She unites herself to his intercession with the Father for all men. In 

the Eucharist the sacrifice of Christ becomes also the sacrifice of the members of his 

Body. the lives of the faithful, their praise, sufferings, prayer, and work, are united 

with those of Christ and with his total offering, and so acquire a new value. Christ's 

sacrifice present on the altar makes it possible for all generations of Christians to be 

united with his offering. 



Genesis 15 

1 Some time afterward, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: Do not 

fear, Abram! I am your shield; I will make your reward very great. 

2 But Abram said, “Lord GOD, what can you give me, if I die childless and have 
only a servant of my household, Eliezer of Damascus?” 

3 Abram continued, “Look, you have given me no offspring, so a servant of my 
household will be my heir.” 

4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: No, that one will not be your heir; 
your own offspring will be your heir.  

5 He took him outside and said: Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can. 
Just so, he added, will your descendants be.  

6 Abram put his faith in the LORD, who attributed it to him as an act of 
righteousness.  

7 He then said to him: I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans 
to give you this land as a possession.  

8 “Lord GOD,” he asked, “how will I know that I will possess it?” 

9 He answered him: Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female 
goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.  

10 He brought him all these, split them in two, and placed each half opposite the 
other; but the birds he did not cut up. 

11 Birds of prey swooped down on the carcasses, but Abram scared them away. 

12 As the sun was about to set, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a great, dark 
dread descended upon him. 

13 Then the LORD said to Abram: Know for certain that your descendants will 
reside as aliens in a land not their own, where they shall be enslaved and 
oppressed for four hundred years.  

14 But I will bring judgment on the nation they must serve, and after this they will 
go out with great wealth.  

15 You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace; you will be buried at a ripe 
old age. 



16 In the fourth generation your descendants will return here, for the wickedness 
of the Amorites is not yet complete.  

17 When the sun had set and it was dark, there appeared a smoking fire pot and a 
flaming torch, which passed between those pieces. 

18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: To your 
descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the Great River, the 
Euphrates,  

19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 

20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 

21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites. 

 

Genesis 22 

1 Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test and said to him: Abraham! 
“Here I am!” he replied.  

2 Then God said: Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah. There offer him up as a burnt offering on one of the heights 
that I will point out to you.  

3 Early the next morning Abraham saddled his donkey, took with him two of his 
servants and his son Isaac, and after cutting the wood for the burnt offering, set 
out for the place of which God had told him. 

4 On the third day Abraham caught sight of the place from a distance. 

5 Abraham said to his servants: “Stay here with the donkey, while the boy and I go 
on over there. We will worship and then come back to you.” 

6 So Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, 
while he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two walked on together, 

7 Isaac spoke to his father Abraham. “Father!” he said. “Here I am,” he replied. 
Isaac continued, “Here are the fire and the wood, but where is the sheep for the 
burnt offering?” 

8 “My son,” Abraham answered, “God will provide the sheep for the burnt 
offering.” Then the two walked on together. 



9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an altar 
there and arranged the wood on it. Next he bound his son Isaac, and put him on 
top of the wood on the altar.  

10 Then Abraham reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son.  

11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, “Abraham, Abraham!” 
“Here I am,” he answered. 

12 “Do not lay your hand on the boy,” said the angel. “Do not do the least thing to 
him. For now I know that you fear God, since you did not withhold from me your 
son, your only one.”  

13 Abraham looked up and saw a single ram caught by its horns in the thicket. So 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering in place of 
his son.  

14 Abraham named that place Yahweh-yireh; hence people today say, “On the 
mountain the LORD will provide.” 

15 A second time the angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven 

16 and said: “I swear by my very self—oracle of the LORD—that because you 
acted as you did in not withholding from me your son, your only one, 

17 I will bless you and make your descendants as countless as the stars of the sky 
and the sands of the seashore; your descendants will take possession of the gates 
of their enemies,  

18 and in your descendants all the nations of the earth will find blessing, because 
you obeyed my command.”  

19 Abraham then returned to his servants, and they set out together for Beer-
sheba, where Abraham lived. 

20 Some time afterward, the news came to Abraham: “Milcah too has borne sons 
to your brother Nahor: 

21 Uz, his firstborn, his brother Buz, Kemuel the father of Aram, 

22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 

23 Bethuel became the father of Rebekah. These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, 
Abraham’s brother. 



24 His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore children: Tebah, Gaham, 
Tahash, and Maacah. 

 

Jeremiah  31: 31 – 33 

31 See, days are coming—oracle of the LORD—when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  

32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors the day I took them 
by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They broke my covenant, 
though I was their master—oracle of the LORD.  

33 But this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days—
oracle of the LORD. I will place my law within them, and write it upon their hearts; 
I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  

 

Isaiah 53 

1 Who would believe what we have heard? To whom has the arm of the 
LORD been revealed?  

2 He grew up like a sapling before him, like a shoot from the parched earth; He 
had no majestic bearing to catch our eye, no beauty to draw us to him. 

3 He was spurned and avoided by men, a man of suffering, knowing pain, like one 
from whom you turn your face, spurned, and we held him in no esteem.  

4 Yet it was our pain that he bore, our sufferings he endured.  We thought of him 
as stricken, struck down by God and afflicted,  

5 But he was pierced for our sins, crushed for our iniquity.  He bore the 
punishment that makes us whole, by his wounds we were healed.  

6 We had all gone astray like sheep, all following our own way; but the LORD laid 
upon him the guilt of us all.  

7 Though harshly treated, he submitted and did not open his mouth; like a lamb 
led to slaughter or a sheep silent before shearers, he did not open his mouth.  



8 Seized and condemned, he was taken away.  Who would have thought any 
more of his destiny?  For he was cut off from the land of the living, struck for the 
sins of his people. 

9 He was given a grave among the wicked, a burial place with evildoers, though he 
had done no wrong, nor was deceit found in his mouth.  

10 But it was the LORD’s will to crush him with pain.  By making his life as a 
reparation offering, he shall see his offspring, shall lengthen his days, and the 
LORD’s will shall be accomplished through him. 

11 Because of his anguish he shall see the light; because of his knowledge he shall 
be content; My servant, the just one, shall justify the many, their iniquity he shall 
bear. 

12 Therefore I will give him his portion among the many, and he shall divide the 
spoils with the mighty, because he surrendered himself to death, was counted 
among the transgressors, bore the sins of many, and interceded for the 
transgressors. 

 

Hebrews 9:  11 – 28 

11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that have come to be, 
passing through the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made by hands, that 
is, not belonging to this creation,  

12 he entered once for all into the sanctuary, not with the blood of goats and 
calves but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.  

13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the sprinkling of a heifer’s ashes can 
sanctify those who are defiled so that their flesh is cleansed,  

14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal spirit offered 
himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works to worship 
the living God.  

15 For this reason he is mediator of a new covenant: since a death has taken 
place for deliverance from transgressions under the first covenant, those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.  

16 Now where there is a will, the death of the testator must be established. 



17 For a will takes effect only at death; it has no force while the testator is alive. 

18 Thus not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 

19 When every commandment had been proclaimed by Moses to all the people 
according to the law, he took the blood of calves [and goats], together with water 
and crimson wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the 
people,  

20 saying, “This is ‘the blood of the covenant which God has enjoined upon you.’”  

21 In the same way, he sprinkled also the tabernacle and all the vessels of 
worship with blood.  

22 According to the law almost everything is purified by blood, and without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

23 Therefore, it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified 
by these rites, but the heavenly things themselves by better sacrifices than these.  

24 For Christ did not enter into a sanctuary made by hands, a copy of the true 
one, but heaven itself, that he might now appear before God on our behalf.  

25 Not that he might offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters each year 
into the sanctuary with blood that is not his own; 

26 if that were so, he would have had to suffer repeatedly from the foundation of 
the world. But now once for all he has appeared at the end of the ages to take 
away sin by his sacrifice.  

27 Just as it is appointed that human beings die once, and after this the judgment,  

28 so also Christ, offered once to take away the sins of many, will appear a second 
time, not to take away sin but to bring salvation to those who eagerly await him.  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 


