October 4, 2026

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle A

Our Sunday Readings
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Wild
Grapes

ISAIAH 5:1-7
Reading closely
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What care did the friend show for his
vineyard?

What all might the friend be hoping for?
Were his hopes reasonable?

What does the vineyard produce?

Why might this have happened?

What might the friend feel about his
harvest?

Why does the prophet ask the people of
Jerusalem to judge what’s happened?
What will the friend do to the vineyard?
Why does the friend take action against his
vineyard?

10. Would other vine-growers have understood

the friend’s reaction to his harvest?

I 1. How might people have reacted when the

prophet tells them they are the vineyard?

Living the word
[2.2) What vineyards are you part of?

b) How healthy are these vineyards?

I3.2) What kind of grape are you?

b) What sours you?
c) What makes you sweet!?

THE FIRST READING
Parable of judgment

The prophet invites his listeners to reflect on a
song about a friend’s vineyard. He then reveals

that they are the vineyard, and God is angry at

the harvest his patient efforts have produced.

The LORD freed the Israelites from Egypt, led
them into a fertile land, and protected them
from invaders. Despite God’s love and
generosity, his chosen people are like wild, sour
grapes. God will destroy the vineyard with its
thankless, heartless grapes.

Yielding to evil

The prophet uses a play on words to explain the
difference between the plump, juicy grapes that
God wanted and the small, sour grapes he got.
God planned for a harvest of justice (mishpat)
and righteousness (sedaqah). Instead, the people
acted with violence (mispah) and injustice
(se’aqah).

The outcry (v.7) probably refers to the lament of
those who had their land or possessions taken
from them by other Israelites.
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MATTHEW 21:33-43

Read vv. 33-34.

I. How might people have reacted as they began
hearing this story?

2. How does the beginning of this story differ
from lIsaiah’s parable?

3. What do you think the relationship was
between the landowner and the tenants?

4. Does the landowner have the right to claim
some of the produce?

5. What would you expect to happen next?

Read vv. 35-40.

6. How do the tenants act?

7. Why might they have responded this way?

8. Why might the owner have kept sending
people to the tenants?

9. How does the owner view his son?

10. How do the tenants view the son?

I'1.1f you had been the landowner, what would
you have done?

Read vv. 41-43.

12. How might those in authority have reacted?

I 3. How might others have reacted?

I4. How might people have reacted to Jesus’ use
of scripture?

I5. Who all might the new tenants represent!?

| 6. What will the new tenants do?

I7.What are the fruits of the kingdom of God?

I 8. What this passage leave you thinking about?

THE GOSPEL READING
Foolish tenants

This is the second of three parables Jesus tells in
response to those who question his right to teach.

Large landowners often leased their land. Those
who grew crops on the land had to share some of
the harvest with the owner, who would send
representatives to collect what was owed.

If the landowner was a convert to Judaism and died
without an heir, anyone leasing his land could make
a legal claim to the property. In this case, however,
the owner both has an heir and is himself still alive,
making the tenants’ action of killing his son both
illegal and immoral.

Failed leaders

Jesus condemns the Jewish leaders for denying that
he is bringing about God’s kingdom.These leaders
will lose both their current status and a place in
God’s kingdom.The people who will enter God’s
kingdom include both other Jews and Gentiles.

Condemning themselves

What began as a parable becomes an allegory. Each
element of the story now represents something
else.When Jesus prompts the Jewish leaders to say
what should happen to the tenants (v.40), they
make a judgment against the tenants that turns out
to be God’s judgment against them (v.43).

Now the allegory becomes clear: just as God
punished people when they failed to listen to his
prophets, so will he punish these leaders for failing
to believe in Jesus.

The cornerstone

Psalm 118:22-23 was popular among the early

Christians. Here Jesus uses it in two ways.

* He proves his authority over scripture by
explaining the hidden meaning of these verses

* He assures his listeners that he, the son, will
prevail despite whatever they do to him

The passage contains a play on words: in Hebrew
the word for son is ben.The word for stone is ‘eben.

PRAYER
by St. Francis de Sales

O my great and good Creator,

how much | owe to you, that in your mercy you
raised me from nothing to make me what | am.
What can | possibly do to bless your name or to
thank you enough for your inestimable goodness?

Yet, my Creator,

instead of uniting myself to you by loving service,
my inordinate desires have made me a rebel.

| have cut myself off from you by preferring sin,
dishonoring you as if you were not my Creator.

O my God, with all my heart | offer you myself,
as you have made me. | dedicate and consecrate
myself to you. Amen.




