
OFFIDA
ITALY, 1273-1280

Eucharistic Miracle of

In Offida, near the Church of 
St. Augustine, are kept the relics
of the Eucharistic miracle which
took place in 1273, in which the
Host became living Flesh. There
are many documents which 
describe this miracle, among
which is an authentic copy on a
parchment of the 13th century,
written by the notary Giovanni
Battista Doria in 1788. There are
also many official decrees of the
popes beginning with that of
Boniface VIII (1295), to that of
Sixtus V (1585), discourses of
Roman congregations, Episcopal
decrees, communal statutes,
votive gifts, memorial stones,
frescoes and testimonies of 
notable historic figures, among
whom we recall the Antinori’s
and Fella. 

n 1273 in the town of Lanciano, a woman
named Richiarella went to a witch and asked
her how she could recover the affection of

her husband, Giacomo Stasio. Following the
witch’s advice, she went to Communion to obtain
a consecrated Host. She returned home and put
the Host on the fire in an earthenware jar with the
intention of turning the Blessed Sacrament into
powder to put into her husband’s food. The Particles,
however, were transformed into living Flesh.
Richiarella, horrified by these events, wrapped the
jar and the Bloodied Host in a linen handkerchief
that she then buried under the manure in her 
husband’s stable. Strange events began to take
place inside the stable: every time Giacomo’s donkey
entered, it would genuflect toward the place where
the miraculous Host was buried, and Giacomo
began to think that his wife had put a spell on the

beast. Seven years later, Ricchiarella remorse-
fully confessed her terrible sacrilege to the prior
of the Augustinian priory in Lanciano, Giacomo
Diotallevi, a native of Offida. According to the
oldest stories, the woman, in tears, began 
screaming, “I killed God! I killed God!”  The
priest went to the place, found the bundle with
the relics, and gave them to his fellow-citizens.

A cross-shaped reliquary was made to
contain the Host. An ancient story recounts that
two monks, Brother Michele and a confrere,
were invited to Venice. When they arrived, they
made the craftsman promise with an oath of
loyalty “that he would not reveal to anyone what
he was about to see and place inside the cross.
Having taken the oath, the craftsman took the
pyx containing the miraculous Host, but, struck

with a sudden fever, exclaimed, ‘What have you
brought me, Oh my Brother?’ The religious then
asked him if he was in mortal sin. The craftsman
answered, ‘Yes’, made his confession to the same
priest and, the fever having left him, he took the
pyx without any danger. Without extracting the
Host, he fixed both Host and pyx, together with
the sacred wood, inside the same cross, with a
crystal above it, as you can clearly see.” The 
reliquaries of the jar and the Blood-stained linen
with the cross containing the miraculous Host are
exposed in the Church of St. Augustine in Offida.
Richiaretta’s house was transformed into a small
chapel. In 1973, the seventh centenary of 
the miracle was celebrated, and every year on 
May 3rd, the citizens of Offida celebrate the 
anniversary of the miracle.

Frescoes in the church that illustrate the miracle

Detail of the Blood-stained linen

Façade of the Church of 
St. Augustine, Offida

Relics of the miracle
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Oil jar where the miracle took
place, Offida

Relic of the linen with Blood
spots where Richiarella enfolded
the miraculous Host

Enlarged image of the relic of the Host contained in a precious
Cross, made by a Venetian craftsman (13th century)I
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PATIERNO (NAPLES)
ITALY, 1772

Eucharistic Miracle of

On August 29, 1774, 
the Curia of the Archbishop
expressed itself favorably
regarding the miraculous 
finding and unexplainable
preservation of the Hosts 
stolen from the Church of 
St. Peter’s in Patierno on
February 24, 1772. 
In 1971 the Eucharistic Year
of the diocese had been 
established in order to allow
the community to capture 
the essence of the Eucharistic
miracle. Unfortunately in
1978 some unknown thieves
were able to steal the relic
with the miraculous Hosts 
of 1772.

n 1772, unknown thieves stole a certain
number of consecrated Hosts that were
found a month later in the lands of Duke

Delle Grottolelle underneath manure. However
the Sacred Hosts were completely intact. The
appearance of mysterious lights and a dove made it
possible to see where the Hosts were buried. Saint
Alphonsus Liguori described this miracle in detail
and took the opportunity to reawake the faith and
devotion of the people towards the Eucharist.

The Vicar General, Monsignor Onorati drew up
the minutes of the diocesan trial which lasted two
years from 1772 to 1774. In the minutes it was 
stated that the appearance of the lights and the
intact preservation of the consecrated Hosts “has
been and is an authentic miracle operated by God
to illustrate more and more the truth of the

Catholic dogma and increase the worship
towards the Real Presence of Christ in the Holy
Sacrament of the Eucharist.”

Among the various testimonies there
were also those of three renowned scientists of
the time among which was Dr. Domenico
Cotugno of the Royal University of Naples and
they all agreed in saying that “The intact preser-
vation of the Hosts cannot be explained with
physical principles and they surpass the power of
natural agents. Therefore, they must be considered
as miraculous.” In 1972 Professor Pietro De
Franciscis, teacher of human physiology at the
University of Naples confirmed the above statement.

In 1967, Cardinal Corrado Ursi, on the occasion
of the elevation of the Church of St. Peter to a

diocesan Eucharistic Sanctuary said “The prodi-
gious event of St. Peter is a gift and a divine 
warning for the whole archdiocese. Its voice must
never weaken but must urge the faithful of all
times to consider the message regarding the ‘Bread
of Life for the salvation of the world’ launched by
Christ at Cafarnas.”

St. Peter’s Church, Patierno

An ancient representation
depicting the miracle

A plaque at the place where the Hosts were found

Reliquary of the miracle
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Document in which Cardinal Ursi elevates St. Peter’s Church 
to a diocesan Eucharistic shrine

I
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RIMINI
ITALY, 1227

Eucharistic Miracle of

This Eucharistic miracle was
performed directly by 
Saint Anthony after he 
was challenged by a certain
Bonovillo to demonstrate the
truth of the Real Presence 
of Jesus in the Eucharist. 
The most ancient biography
of Saint Anthony, L’Assidua
(The Untiring), carries
Bonovillo’s exact words: “Father!
I tell you before all these people:
I will believe in the Eucharist
if my mule, after fasting for
three days, adores the Host
which you offer him rather
than eating the fodder which 
I give him.” The mule, despite
the fact that it was exhausted
by hunger, knelt before the
Host and refused its food.

n Rimini, it is still possible today to visit the
church that was built in honor of the
Eucharistic miracle performed by Saint

Anthony of Padua in 1227. This episode is also
cited in Begninitas, considered one of the most
ancient sources regarding the life of Saint
Anthony. “This saintly man was speaking with a
faithless heretic who was opposed to the sacrament
of the Eucharist and whom the saint had nearly
led to the Catholic faith. But, after numerous
arguments, this heretic declared: ‘If you, Anthony,
produce a miracle and demonstrate to me that
the Body of Christ is truly Communion, I will
completely renounce my heresy and immediately
convert to the Catholic faith. Why don’t we have
a wager? I’ll keep one of my beasts locked up for
three days to feel the torments of hunger. Then I
will bring it forth in public and show it food. You

will stand in front of it with what you maintain
is the Body of Christ. If the beast, leaving aside
its food, hurries to adore its God, I will share
the faith of your Church.’” Saint Anthony, 
illuminated and inspired from above, accepted
the challenge.

At the chosen day and hour,
the priest and heretic entered the Grand Piazza
(today the Three Martyrs Piazza). Saint
Anthony was followed by Catholic faithful;
Bonovillo (this was the name of the Catharist
heretic) by his allies in unbelief. The saint held
between his hands the consecrated Host,
contained in a monstrance; the heretic held his
hungry mule. The saint, after having requested
and obtained silence, turned to the mule with
these words: “In virtue and in the name of your

Creator, Who I, as unworthy as I am, hold in my
hands, I tell and order you: Come forward imme-
diately and render homage to the Lord with all
due respect so that heretics and evildoers will
understand that all creatures must humble them-
selves before their Creator whom priests hold in
their hands at the altar.” And immediately the
animal, refusing the food offered by its master,
docilely approached the priest. It bent its front
legs before the Host and paused there reverently.
Anthony’s adversary was true to his word, and
threw himself at the saint’s feet denouncing
publicly the errors of his ways. From that day, he
became one of the most zealous cooperators of
the miracle-working saint. 

Miracle of Saint Anthony,
Collection of the Diocesan Museum of Milan

Temple of the Most Holy
Eucharist, Rimini

Eucharistic Miracle of Saint
Anthony, Salvaterra de Magos,
Matriz Church, Portugal

Altar constructed on the trunk of the column from which
Saint Anthony performed the miracle
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Donatello di Niccolo di Betto Bardi, called Donatello.
Miracle of the Mule, (1446-1448) Padua, Basilica of the Saint

Domenico Beccafumi, Saint Anthony and the Miracle of the Mule
(1537) Louvre, Paris

Fresco of Girolamo Tessari
(1511). Basilica of Saint
Anthony, Padua Church of Saint Anthony - TonaraI
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ROME
ITALY, SIXTH - SEVENTH CENTURIES

Eucharistic Miracle of

This Eucharistic miracle,
whose relic is still preserved
in the Benedictine Monastery
of Andechs, Germany,
is verified by numerous written
sources. The authentication
took place in Rome in 595
during a Eucharistic celebration
presided by Pope St. Gregory
the Great. At the moment
of receiving Holy Communion,
a Roman noblewoman began
to laugh because she had
doubts about the Real Presence
of Christ in the consecrated
Bread and Wine. The Pope,
troubled by her disbelief,
decided not to give her
Communion and then the
Bread turned into Flesh
and Blood.

mong the most important works in which
this Eucharistic miracle that occurred in
Rome in 595 is mentioned, is Vita Beati

Gregorii Papae written by Deacon Paul in 787. It
was customary in those times to have the
Eucharistic bread prepared by the parishioners.
Pope St. Gregory the Great was a direct 
eyewitness to this prodigy. 

One Sunday, while celebrating the
Sacred Mass in an ancient church dedicated to 
St. Peter, the Pope was distributing Communion
and saw among the faithful in line, one of the
women who had prepared the bread for the
consecration and she was laughing out loud.
Troubled, the Pope cornered her and asked her to
explain her behavior. She justified herself by
saying that she could not believe that the bread

she made with her very own hands could
become the Body and Blood of Christ during
the consecration. St. Gregory denied her
Communion and asked God to illuminate her.
Having just finished praying, he saw that part
of the bread prepared by the woman became
Flesh and Blood. The woman repented, knelt
on the ground and began to cry. To this day,
part of the relic of the miracle is housed in
Anechs, Germany, near the local Benedictine
monastery.

A

The shrine that contains the Host of the miracle which is
preserved to this day in Andechs

Adrien Ysenbrandt, 16th century. The apparition of Jesus with
the signs of the Passion during the Mass of St. Gregory

The chapel in Andechs
that houses the shrine

Ancient missal in which
St. Gregory celebrating the

Mass is depicted

The Miraculous Mass of St. Gregory the Great
by Domenico Cresti (1559 -1638)
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The church of the Benedictine
monastery in Andechs

Mass of St. Gregory.
Museum Hiéron, Paray-le-Monial 

The miraculous Mass at which
St. Gregory freed numerous souls
from purgatory

MIRACLES-panels  11/02/08  14:30  Page 3



ROME
ITALY, 1610

Eucharistic Miracle of

It is still possible today
to see the miraculous imprint
left by the Host which fell
on the steps of the altar in
the Caetani Chapel of Santa
Pudenziana Church in Rome.
The imprint on the step was
left when the Host fell from
the hands of a priest who,
while celebrating Mass, 
began to doubt the Real
Presence of Christ in the
sacrament of the Eucharist.

anta Pudenziana is one of the oldest churches
in Rome. According to a great number of
historians, the Roman Senator Pudente

gave hospitality to the Apostle Peter in his home,
which stood exactly where the church’s founda-
tion lies. The name of the church is said to 
derive from the name of the Senator’s daughter:
Pudenziana.

Pudenziana and her sister Prassede,
although never martyred, became famous because
they wiped off the blood of the martyrs after they
were executed. The church is adorned by numer-
ous Roman mosaics from the early Christian era
and was constructed in 145 A.D. on the site
where there stood the house of Senator Pudente, 
according to the wishes of his daughters Prassede
and Pudenziana. On the altar steps of the Caetani

Chapel, constructed by the Caetani family, to
this day there is the imprint and the stain of
Blood left by a Host which fell from the hands
of a priest while celebrating the Mass. The man
was overtaken by doubts about the Real
Presence of Jesus in consecrated Host, and
immediately after the consecration, he inadver-
tently let the Host fall to the ground, where the
imprinted mark is still visible today.

S

St. Pudenziana Church, Rome Interior of the Church

Detail of the impression left by the Host that had fallen on the
marble floor

Steps in the chapel that clearly show the imprint of the stain of
Blood left by the fallen Host.
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Detail of the stain of Blood left by the fallen Host
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ROME
ITALY, SIXTH - SEVENTH CENTURIES

Having just 
finished praying,
he saw that part
of the bread 
prepared by the
woman became
Flesh and Blood.
The woman 
repented, knelt 
on the ground, 
and began to cry. 

Nicolò Circignani called the Pornarancio, The Eucharistic Miracle of St. Gregory the Great.
The lunette of the portico in the entrance of the Church of St. Gregory the Great in Heaven, Rome

Icon of St. Gregory

Church of St. Gregory the Great in Heaven, Rome

Eucharistic Miracle of
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ROSANO
ITALY, 1948

The Statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Bled Repeatedly

In the monastery church 
of Rosano is venerated the
statue of the Sacred Heart
which bled and wept on
various occasions. 
The statue, which is of 
natural height, was donated
in 1948 by a devout person
to fulfill a promise made
during World War II.
Christ’s face has an intense
expression of manly 
sweetness which invites 
all to prayer. The Heart is 
at the center of his chest,
surrounded by a crown of
thorns.

rom Bishop Luciano Giovanotti’s letter of
April 4, 1948. 

“In the evening of April 4 1948, the
first Sunday after Easter, during the chanting of
vespers, people noticed for the first time that
drops as if of blood were falling from the eyes of
the statue. In June of that year, another stunning
and unexpected miracle occurred – the flow of
blood.  These events occurred repeatedly between
1948 and 1950 and were corroborated by many
eyewitnesses, by the nuns themselves and particu-
larly by the abbess, Mother Ildegarde Cabitza of
holy memory.  In the monastery archives are preserved
many sworn testimonies even of priests, preachers
and visitors, together with medical analyses of the
blood, as well as finger towels and purificators 
soaked with blood. One of the most endearing 
testimonies is that of Monsignor Angelo Scapecchi,

who later became Auxiliary Bishop of the
Diocese of Arezzo. From the archives we learn of
the investigation of the Visitator, Father Luigi Romoli,
O.P., sent by the Holy Office, who personally
interrogated all the nuns, imposing the strictest
secrecy on the community. Subsequently, on
November 14, 1950, the Holy Office ordered
the statue to be removed so as to keep it in a
secret location. It was brought back to Rosano in
1952.  The community of nuns of Rosano lived
these events with intimate joy and great devotion
but with great reserve; so much so that, as we
learn from the chronicles, they were not distracted
from their daily duties. On the contrary, they
lived their monastic life even more intensely
according to the Benedictine motto: Ora et
Labora. The weeping and the flow of blood were
considered inexplicable from a natural and

human point of view. My venerable predecessor,
Bishop Giovanni Giorgis, saw in these events of
Rosano an appeal from the Lord ‘to fidelity, 
reparation and prayer.’ […] Beloved brothers and
sisters, with great devotion and pride let us look
back on the events that took place in our diocese
fifty years ago and see them as signs of the Lord’s
benevolence and love and an invitation to a serious
and profound reflection. With great ardor let us
joyfully renew our devotion to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. And as we receive this message, let us ask for
the gift of an ever deeper conversion to His love,
for the grace of an increase of apostolic fervor, as
well as for the gift of numerous holy vocations to
the priesthood and religious life, so as to make
Christ the Heart of the world. Looking at the
Heart of Jesus, we will joyfully draw life from the
fountain of salvation!”

F

Statue of the Sacred Heart that has bled and wept

Refectory of the Abbey

Cloister

The crypt

According to a 17th century inscription on the façade of the
church, the Abbey of S. Maria of  Rosano, was founded in 780

Entrance to the Abbey of 
S. Maria of Rosano
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Eucharistic Miracle of

SALZANO
ITALY, 1517

An extraordinary event 
occurred in Salzano in 1517.  
A priest was called with urgent 
haste to bring the Viaticum to 
an invalid on the brink of 
death.  The season and the 
time of day were not appropriate 
to make a procession, and so the 
priest had to be content with 
only one altar boy.  Upon arrival 
at the meadows surrounding 
the Muson River, several donkeys 
that were grazing faced them-
selves in the direction 
of the pius convoy and, after 
approaching the priest, they 
bowed on their knees and then 
followed the Most Holy Sacrament 
all the way to the home of the 
infirm, renewing the genuflection; 
and then, always with the 
priest, they walked back to 
return to the pasture. 

hen Saint Ignatius of Loyola 
and his companions, in 1536, 

paused in Venice and in the 
nearby cities, while waiting for their 

departure for the Holy Land, they 
passed several days by the Episcopal Castle of Sti-
gliano, and in this way they had the opportunity to 
make the acquaintance of and personally evaluate 
the Phenomenon that was described in a writing by 
the Jesuit Servant of God, Simone Rodriguez.  Here 
it is narrated about how a certain “Priest by the 
name of Lorenzo was called with urgency to administer 
the Holy Viaticum on the western confines of the 
parish, between Zeminiana and Briana, to a mori-
bund ill person. The season and the hour were not 
suited for a procession, so the priest had to be satisfied 
with only one altar boy.  Arriving at the meadows 
surrounding the Muson River, commonly called 
Cime, several donkeys that were grazing faced 

themselves in the direction of the pius convoy and, 
after approaching the priest, they bowed on their 
knees and then followed the Most Holy Sacrament 
all the way to the home of the infirm, renewing the 
genuflection; and then, always with Father Lorenzo, 
they returned, stopping in the pasture….  This news 
is repeated by the elders to the children, and from 
the priests in the religion classes to the parishioners.”  
Of the Miracle even the Bollandists speak, L.M. 
Gerola in “The Book for All,” P. Beccaro in “Close 
to Jesus,” and P. Sanna Solaro, S.I. in a publication 
about Eucharistic events that occurred in Italy.

The wondrous marvel was also referred 
to the Eucharistic Congress of Milan and it was also 
desired to illustrate it in the one of Venice, accor-
ding to the correspondence of 1897, preserved in 
the parish archive.  In the History of the Society of 
Jesus, by Nicolò Orlandino, printed in Bologna by 

Bartolomeo Zanetti in 1615, again the episode is re-
counted.  This story was written by the Servant of 
God Simone Rodriguez, a man equipped with ex-
tensive knowledge, who died in the odor of sanctity 
in Lisbon Portugal, on the 15th of July 1579. To 
this document the Curia attached also a notice that 
confirms the name of the priest spectator of the 
Miracle, which served to determine even more the 
date of the Miracle.  Father Lorenzo was indeed 
Chaplain of the Church of Salzano precisely in the 
month of August in 1517; and he was summoned 
to the Curia to testify on questions about the parish, 
which at that time was held by Don Francesco 
Artuso, who was the pastor in that place until about 
1550.  The Miracle was concluded to have occurred 
in the year 1517, and Father Rodriguez, who surely 
spoke with Don Artuso, was allowed to examine the 
verbal proceedings, drafted by the competent authorities 
of that time.

W
Fresco that depicts the miracle, painted by Gian Maria Lepscky, Church of St. Bartholomew.

Church dedicated to Saint Bartholomew, 
where the fresco of the miracle is preserved.

Museum of St. Pius X in Salzano, where relics, documents, mementos 
and precious objects are preserved, among which are the very beautiful 
chasubles and stoles donated by the same Pope.



SIENA
ITALY, 1730

Eucharistic Miracle of

In the Basilica of San
Francesco in Siena, 223 
consecrated Hosts have 
remained intact for 276 years.
(Archbishop Tiberio Borghese
sealed unconsecrated hosts in a
tin box for ten years. The
scientific commission put in
charge when the box was 
reopened found only worms
and rotted fragments.) The
Siena event is against any
physical and biological law.
The scientist Enrico Medi 
stated: “This direct intervention
from God is the miracle [...],
accomplished and maintained
for centuries, to testify to the
permanent reality of Christ in
the Eucharistic Sacrament”.

mong the most important documents that
describe the miracle, is a memoir written by
a certain Macchi in 1730, in which is written

that on August 14, 1730 thieves were able to enter
San Francesco's Church in Siena and steal the 
chalice containing 351 consecrated Hosts. After three
days, on August 17th, the 351 consecrated Hosts
were found intact in the dust of the alms box of the
sanctuary of Santa Maria in Provengano. The
entire population celebrated the finding of the
consecrated Hosts which were immediately taken
back to the church of San Francesco in a solemn
procession. With the passing of time the Hosts did
not change in appearance. Many times, distinguished
men examined them with every means available
and the conclusions were always the same: “The
Sacred Hosts are still fresh, intact, uncorrupted,
chemically pure, and do not present any sign of

alteration”. In 1914, Pope St. Pius X authorized
a test which was attended by many professors of
health, chemistry and pharmaceutics, among
whom was also the well-known Professor 
Siro Grimaldi.

The final conclusion of the edited
report of the test stated: “The Sacred Hosts of
Siena are the classic example of the perfect
conservation of particles from unleavened bread,
consecrated in the year 1730, and constitute a
unique and most interesting phenomenon which
reverses the natural laws of conservation of organic
matter… It is strange, surprising, abnormal…
the laws of nature have been reversed. In the glass
there was mold, the unleavened bread has been
more refractory of the crystal [...] it is a unique
fact contained in the annals of science.”

Additional tests were done in 1922, on the 
occasion of the transfer of the Hosts in a cylinder
of pure crystal, in 1950 and 1951. Pope John Paul
II, during a visit in the city of Siena on September
14, 1980, said regarding the Hosts: “It is the Real
Presence!” The permanent miracle of the Sacred
Hosts is kept in the Chapel Piccolimini in the
summer months, and in the Chapel Martinozzi in
the winter months. Numerous are the initiatives
that induce the citizens of Siena in honor of the
Sacred Hosts: the tribute of the political districts,
the respect of children having recently made their
First Holy Communion, the solemn procession in
the celebration of Corpus Christi, the Eucharistic
ceremony at the end of September, the day of
Eucharistic adoration on the 17th of each month
in memory of the recovery of the Sacred Hosts on
August 17, 1730.

His Holiness John Paul II 
in 1980 in Siena in adoration
before the Hosts of the miracle

Interior of St. Francis 
Church in Siena

Basilica of St. Francis, Siena

Detail of a painting depicting the Hosts of the miracle in 
Santa Maria in Provenzano
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The sacred Hosts in the 
processional monstrance

The Sacred Hosts of Siena

Fourteen tests were made to verify the condition of the Hosts. 
The most scientific one was the one requested by St. Pius X in
1914, attended by of many scientists

This painting of Master Stefano di Giovanni, known as “il Sassetta,”
is preserved in England in the Bowes Museum in Barnard Castle. 
It depicts the scene of another Eucharistic miracle that took place 
near Siena in a Carmelite monastery.  The painting depicts a Carmelite
monk who, tormented by doubts regarding the Real Presence of Jesus
in the Blessed Sacrament, is freed from the devil after receiving
CommunionA
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TRANI
ITALY, ELEVENTH CENTURY

A non-Christian woman 
who did not believe the true
Catholic dogma of the Real
Presence of Jesus in the
Eucharist, aided by some 
of her Christian friends,
managed to steal a consecrated
Host during the celebration of
a Sacred Mass. The woman,
as if daring God, put the
consecrated Host into a frying
pan of oil. Suddenly the Host
spilled out masses of Blood,
which poured to the floor and
out the door of the house.

o this day in Trani, Puglia, the relic of this
miracle which happened around the year
one thousand, is housed in the Cathedral of

Holy Mary of the Assumption. There are numerous
documents which retell this miracle; among them
are Eucharistic monograms, which are on the
ancient streets of the city.  Brother Bartolomeo
Campi describes in his work, “L’Inamorato di
Gesù Cristo” (1625), an accurate account of the
unfolding of the facts: “Pretending to be
Christian, the woman received Communion with
the others… and took the consecrated Host from
her mouth and transferred the Holy Eucharist 
to a handkerchief.  Once home she wanted to
experiment with whether or not the Blessed
Sacrament was bread and put the consecrated
Host into a heated frying pan filled with oil.
Upon contact with the boiling oil, the consecrated

Host miraculously became Bloody Flesh and a
hemorrhage, so to speak, would not stop flowing
and went from the pan all over the cursed
woman and her house. Terrorized, the woman
began to scream… and the neighbors ran over
to find out the reasons behind her cries…”.  

The archbishop was immediately
informed of the events and he ordered the
return of the consecrated Host to the church.
That same Cistercian Abbot Ferdinando
Ughelli (1670), in his well-known encyclopedic
work “Italia Sacra”, wrote in a notation of his
seventh volume: “In Trani a sacred Host was
fried to the dismay of our Faith…, the true
Flesh and Blood of Christ was unveiled in the
unleavened Bread which fell to the ground”. An
indirect confirmation to this miracle is also

found in the affirmation of St. Pio from
Pietreclina, which exclaimed: “Trani is fortunate
to have been bathed by the Blood of Christ
twice”, the first reference being to this miracle
and the later to the miracle of the Colonna
Crucifix from which an abundant stream of
blood flowed from Jesus’ nose. Thanks to the
generosity of the nobleman Ottavian Campitelli,
the house of the woman was converted into a
chapel in 1706. In 1616 the relic of the Host was
transferred to an antique silver shrine donated by
Fabrizio de Cunio. Throughout various eras,
many tests were performed on this sacred relic
and verified, the last one took place in 1924 at
the Inter-diocesan Eucharistic Congress headed
by Monsignor Giuseppe Maria Leo.

T
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Cathedral Holy Mary of the Assumption in Trani.
For many years the relics of this miracle were kept here.

Interior of Trani’s cathedral

The pan that the woman
used to fry the Host

Ancient representation of the prodigy

Chapel, inside St. Andrew’s Church,
dedicated to the miracle where
the precious shrine is housed 

Reliquary containing the
miraculous Host from the
17th century

St. Andrew’s Church where the
host was recovered from the
sacrilegious woman

House where the miracle took
place, which has since been
converted into a chapel

Interior of the sacrilegious
woman’s house,  converted into
a chapel in 1706

Detail of the painting by Paolo Uccello that retells the Prodigy.
Museum of Urbino

Eucharistic Miracle of

Father Pio said: “Trani is fortunate because not once, but twice, its
land was bathed by the Blood of Christ.”
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