
ALATRI
ITALY, 1228

Eucharistic Miracle of

In Alatri’s Cathedral of 
Saint Paul the Apostle, there
is kept even today the reliquary
of the Eucharistic miracle 
that occurred in 1228 and 
consisted in a fragment of 
the Host turning into flesh. 
A young woman, in an effort
to regain the love of her 
sweetheart, consulted a 
sorceress who ordered her 
to steal a consecrated Host to
make a love potion. During
Mass, the young woman hid 
a Host in a cloth. But when
she got home, she realized
that the Host had been 
transformed into bleeding flesh.
This miracle has extensive
documentation, including
from Pope Gregory IX.

he most authoritative testimony regarding
this miracle is found in the Bull Fraternitas
tuae (March 13, 1228) written by Pope

Gregory IX in response to Bishop Giovanni V of
Alatri. The text reads: “Gregory, Bishop and
Servant of the Servants of God, to Venerable
Brother Bishop of Alatri, greetings and Apostolic
blessing. We have received your letter, dearest
brother, in which you informed us of a certain
young woman misguided by an evil woman,
who, after having received from the priest the
Most Holy Body of Christ, held the Sacred Host
in her mouth until the right moment to conceal
the Holy Eucharist in a cloth. After three days,
she discovered the same Body which she had
received in the form of bread transformed into
flesh, as everyone has been able to verify with
their own eyes. Because both women have humbly

revealed this to you, you desire our opinion
regarding the punishment that should be im-
posed upon them. First, we give thanks with all
our strength to Him Who, though He always
operates in marvelous ways, in this case repeats
miracles and produces new wonders so that He
calls to sinners, converts evildoers and confounds
heretics while strengthening faith in the truth 
of the Catholic Church, sustaining hope and re-
igniting charity.

Thus, dearest brother, by means
of this apostolic letter, we dispose that you
inflict a milder punishment on the young
woman, whom we hold to have done this more
from weakness than malice, especially because 
it can be believed that she has sufficiently
repented in confessing her sin. To the instigator,

who with her perversion pushed the young
woman to commit sacrilege, apply those discipli-
nary measures that we believe opportune to leave
to your judgment. She should also visit the 
nearest bishop so that she can humbly confess her
crime, imploring pardon with devout submis-
sion.” The Pope interpreted this episode as a sign
against the widespread heresies regarding the Real
Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and pardoned
the two repentant women. A commemorative
medal was coined on the 750th anniversary of the
miracle; one side showed the cathedral façade and
the reliquary, while the other a bust of Pope
Gregory IX with the Papal Bull.

Paintings in the Cathedral of Alatri which illustrate 
the various phases of the miracle

The 750th anniversary of the miracle was solemnly celebrated in
1978. For the occasion, a medal was coined which on the front shows
an image of Pope Gregory IX with the Papal Bull and on the back,
the façade of the cathedral with the Host above

Monstrance where the 
reliquary of the miracle is kept 

Chapel inside the cathedral 
where the reliquary of the miracle
is kept

Cathedral of Saint Paul 
in Alatri

Bull Fraternitas Tuae of Pope
Gregory IX

Letter of the rector of 
Saint Mary alle Terme, dated
March 22, 1888, in which he
gives thanks for the gift of part
of the reliquary of the Incarnate
Host conserved in Alatri Detail of the reliquary
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The chapel where the 
Incarnate Host is exposed
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SAINT CLARE OF ASSISI
ITALY, 1240

Eucharistic Miracle of

The History of Saint Clare,
Virgin, tells of various miracles
performed by Saint Clare.
There are episodes of 
multiplications of loaves and
of bottles of oil that appeared
in the convent when there
was none before. But Clare
performed the most famous
of the miracles in 1240 on a
Friday in September, in which
she turned away an attack by
Saracen soldiers who had 
broken into the convent 
cloister by showing them the
Sacred Host.

his Eucharistic miracle is cited in The
History of Saint Clare, Virgin written by
Tommaso da Celano, and describes how

Saint Clare of Assisi succeeded, with the Blessed
Sacrament, in turning away Saracen troops in the
pay of Emperor Frederick II of Sweden.

The history goes like this: “By imperial order,
regiments of Saracen soldiers and bowmen
were stationed there (the convent of San
Damiano in Assisi, Italy), massed like bees,
ready to devastate the encampments and seize
the cities. Once, during an enemy attack
against Assisi, city beloved of the Lord, and
while the army was approaching the gates, 
the fierce Saracens invaded San Damiano,
entered the confines of the monastery and
even the very cloister of the virgins. The

women swooned in terror, their voices trem-
bling with fear as they cried to their Mother,
Saint Clare.

“Saint Clare, with a fearless heart, 
commanded them to lead her, sick as she was,
to the enemy, preceded by a silver and ivory
case in which the Body of the Saint of saints was
kept with great devotion. And prostrating 
herself before the Lord, she spoke tearfully to
her Christ: ‘Behold, my Lord, is it possible You
want to deliver into the hands of pagans Your
defenseless handmaids, whom I have taught out
of love for You? I pray You, Lord, protect these
Your handmaids whom I cannot now save by
myself.’ Suddenly a voice like that of a child
resounded in her ears from the tabernacle: ‘I
will always protect you!’ ‘My Lord,’ she added, ‘if
it is Your wish, protect also this city which is

sustained by Your love.’ Christ replied, ‘It will
have to undergo trials, but it will be defended by
My protection.’ Then the virgin, raising a face
bathed in tears, comforted the sisters: ‘I assure
you, daughters, that you will suffer no evil; only
have faith in Christ.’ Upon seeing the courage of
the sisters, the Saracens took flight and fled back
over the walls they had scaled, unnerved by the
strength of she who prayed. And Clare immediately
admonished those who heard the voice I spoke of
above, telling them severely: ‘Take care not to tell
anyone about that voice while I am still alive,
dearest daughters.’”

Saint Clare and the Assault on Assisi, Giuseppe Cesari (1568-1640).
Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg

© 2006, Istituto San Clemente I Papa e Martire / Real Presence Eucharistic Education and Adoration Association

Icon in the Basilica of Saint Clare, Assisi. Clare’s faith in the Son 
of God and Mary, hidden in the poverty of Eucharistic Bread, 
destroyed the strength of the enemies

Ancient depiction of the Miracle of Saint Clare

Saint Clare, detail of the great
Cross of Gianfrancesco dalle
Croci

Saint Clare and the Saracens.
Painting by Piero Casentini.
Holy Cross Monastery,
Pignataro Maggiore

Enrico de Vroom (1587),
Miracle of Saint Clare

Convent of San Damiano in Assisi
Urn containing the body 

of Saint Clare, Assisi
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ASTI
ITALY, 1535

In both the Eucharistic 
miracles of Asti, real blood
gushed out from the 
consecrated Hosts, and there
are numerous documents that
confirm these events. In the
first miracle, Mons. Scipione
Roero had a notary act 
drawn up and, on November
6, 1535, Pope Paul III  
granted a plenary indulgence
to anyone who visited the
Church of San Secondo on
the anniversary of the 
miraculous event

1535
On July 25, 1535, while celebrating Mass at the
main altar of the Collegiate Church of San Secondo
at about 7:00 o’clock in the morning, a holy
priest by the name of Domenico Occelli prepared
to break the Host and noticed that, along the
entire break, the Host was becoming red with
living Blood. Three drops fell into the chalice and
a fourth one remained at the extreme end of the
Host. At first, Fr. Domenico continued the 
celebration of the Mass. But when he broke off
the portion of the Host that had to be placed in
the chalice, Blood came out of the Host. He
could not believe his eyes, and he turned to the
people, asking them to come to the altar and observe
the miracle. When the priest was about to
consume the Host, the Blood disappeared at once

and the Host returned to the natural purity of
the Eucharist. These are the facts as described in
the translation of the official report sent by
Bishop Scipione Roero of Asti to the Holy See
and reproduced in the Apostolic Brief of
November 6, 1535. In this Apostolic Brief Pope
Paul III granted a plenary indulgence to those
“who visited the Saint’s church on the day 
commemorating the miracle and recited three
Our Fathers and Three Hail Marys according
the intention of the Holy Father.”

According to another document,
reproduced in an inscription on marble, on that
occasion some heretical soldiers converted to
the faith. In those days, Asti was under the
dominion of Emperor Charles V, and many of
his troops were living in the city. This account

is found in the Vatican archives from which a
copy was made in 1884 at the request of Canon
Longo and is also found in the book of the
Company of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
founded in the Collegiate Church of San
Secondo as far back as 1519. Other testimonies
are a 16th century painting in the Chapel of the
Crucifixion depicting the miracle, as well as an
inscription on marble with the words: Hic ubi
Christus Ex Sacro pane Effuso sanguine Exteram vi
traxit fidem Astensem roboravit - Here, having
shed Blood from the Holy Bread, Christ drew
foreigners to the faith and strengthened that of
the people of Asti.
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Oil Painting on canvas (of an unknown 17th century painter) depicting
the Eucharistic miracle that took place in the collegiate church of 
San Secondo in 1535. The painting is kept in the chapel of the miracle

Interior of the collegiate church of San Secondo

Collegiate church of San Secondo in Asti

G. Badarello (toward the end of the 17th century), collegiate
church of San Secondo, altar of the crucifix or of the miracle

Eucharistic Miracle of
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ASTI
ITALY, 1718

The second miracle took
place in the old Chapel of
Opera Pia Milliavacca and it
is documented by numerous
testimonies gathered by a
notary public, underwritten
by the priest and by 
imminent clerical and non-
denominational authorities.

1718
The morning of May 10, 1718 Father Francesco
Scotto, went to the Opera Milliavacca to celebrate
the Holy Mass. It was about eight o’clock. The
church of the institute was divided into two parts,
the front where the extraneous could gather, and at
the back behind the altar, reserved to the boarding 
students. In the front part of the altar, there was only
the notary public Scipione Alessandro Ambrogio,
chancellor of the Bishop and treasurer of the insti-
tute, and a nephew of the priest was a server at the
Mass. And in the back part there were the boarding
students. When the priest was at the point of eleva-
ting the consecrated Host, Dr. Ambrogio realized
the Blessed Sacrament was divided into two Parts. 
As soon as the priest elevated the cup, the man,
convinced that a broken consecrated Host was not

valid, went toward the altar to advise the priest,
and ran in the sacristy right away to get another
consecrated Host. In the meantime the priest 
elevated the Host and really found the two Parts
tainted by Blood. The bottom of the cup also had
Blood, and little stains were on the same corporal.

In the meantime Ambrogio had arrived
with a new consecrated Host and realized that
that the Host was Bloody. He started to cry right
away. All the people present saw the miracle. The
notary public ran to call Mr. Argenta, confessor of
the institute, the theologian Vaglio and Ferrero
from the penitentiary, who were also witnesses to
the miracle.

At the same time even the other priests and three
doctors arrived. The doctors Argenta, Volpini and

Vercellone, attested to the fact the red stains were
real Blood. Among the people there, one thought
the Blood could come from the nose, or the mouth
of the priest, but some surgeons present, after a
meticulous observation, put the doubts to peace.
Other clerical authorities intervened, and R.
Bording, in agreement with everyone, wrote a
report about the miracle.

Another important proof of the authenticity of the
miracle was furnished by a document which stated
Monsignor Filippo Artico, Bishop of Asti, in 1841
had the cup and the consecrated Host examined by
others who confirmed the origin of the red stains.
The Opera Pia Milliavacca has kept the testimonies
of the miracle. The cup with the Blood stains and
the consecrated Host, unfortunately, have not been
preserved well.

Cathedral of Asti
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The chalice of the miracle is kept in the Cathedral of Asti, in the 
chapel dedicated to St. Philip Neri

Detail of the base of the chalice of the miracle of Opera Pia
Milliavacca

Opera Pia Milliavacca, Chalice of the miracle. Notice the correspondence
of the drops of Blood on the cup and the base of the chalice

Eucharistic Miracle of
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BAGNO DI ROMAGNA
ITALY, 1412

Eucharistic Miracle of

In 1412, the prior of the
Basilica of St. Mary 
of Bagno di Romagna, 
Fr. Lazzaro da Verona, while
celebrating the Holy Mass,
was assailed by doubts about
the Real Presence of Jesus in
the Most Holy Sacrament. 
He had just pronounced the
words of consecration of the
wine when this was transformed
into living Blood and began
to flow from the chalice and
fall onto the corporal. 
Fr. Lazzaro, profoundly moved
and repentant, confessed his
unbelief to the faithful present
at the celebration and the
profound miracle that 
the Lord had worked before
his eyes. 

t Bagno di Romagna, in the Basilica of St.
Mary Assumed, the relic of the Eucharistic
miracle of the “Holy Cloth Soaked by

Blood” is preserved. The historian Fortunio thus
describes the miracle in his noted work Annales
Camalduenses: “It was the year 1412. The
Camaldolese Abbey of Santa Maria in Bagno
(then Priorato) was governed by Don Lorenzo, of
Venetian origin. While he was celebrating the
Divine Sacrifice, he mentally experienced, by 
diabolical influence, a strong doubt concerning
the Real Presence of Jesus in the Most Holy
Sacrament; when he then saw the Sacred Species
of the wine flow over the chalice and fall onto the
corporal in the form of living Blood, and thus the
corporal remained soaked. It cannot be told how
great was his emotion and perturbation of mind in
that instant in the face of such a profound event. In

tears, he turned to the bystanders, confessing
his unbelief and the miracle which now had
taken place before his eyes.”

The monk Lazzaro was then 
transferred to Bologna as chaplain of the female
Camaldolese convent of St. Christine, where he
died in 1416. The Camaldolese held the Parish
of Bagno until the Napoleonic suppression of
1808; from then the Parish-Basilica of St. Mary
Assumed, after having been held for a brief
period by the diocese of Sansepolcro, in 1975
passed definitively to become part of the dio-
cese of Cesena. In 1912, Cardinal Gilio Boschi,
Archbishop of Ferrara, celebrated the fifth 
centenary of the miracle, which was followed by
a conference on Eucharistic studies. In 1958,
His Excellency Domenico Bornigia, had a 

chemical analysis done on the marks of the 
corporal of the miracle at the University of
Florence, which confirmed them to be of an 
ematic nature. In the basilica is found a colored
and very rare incision on wood from 1400 called
“The Madonna of the Blood,” which is found in
the third chapel on the left. This image is thus
named because, as Benedetto Tenaci, abbot of
Bagno and eye witness of the miracle on May 20,
1948, tells us, the icon bled from the left arm.
Every year, during the Feast of Corpus Christi,
the corporal is carried in procession through the
streets of the city and is exposed on every Sunday
of the temperate season which lasts from March
to November, at the Mass celebrated at 11 AM.  

A
Detail of the Blood stains 
present on the corporal of the
miracle

Basilica of Santa Maria 
di Bagno di Romagno

Picture that depicts the miracle present in the basilica

Interior of the basilica
Panoramic view of 

Santa Maria in Bagno

Chapel with the urn of Blessed Giovanna
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Relic of the Blood-stained 
corporal
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BOLSENA
ITALY, 1264

Eucharistic Miracle of

In 1263 a German priest,
Peter of Prague, stopped at
Bolsena while on a pilgrimage
to Rome. He was celebrating
Mass in the Basilica of
Bolsena, and when the
moment of consecration 
arrived, the Host was 
transformed into Flesh. This
miracle strengthened the 
wavering belief of the priest in
the Real Presence of Christ in
the Eucharist. The Sacred
Body was inspected by Urban
Pope IV and by St. Thomas
Aquinas. This miracle helped
convince the Pope to extend
the feast of Corpus Christi to
the universal Church so that
everyone could recognize the
love God has for those who
love and worship Him. 

he Eucharistic miracle of Bolsena, depicted
by Raphael in a well-known fresco in the
Vatican Palace, took place in 1263. A

German priest, Peter of Prague, stopped at
Bolsena while on a pilgrimage to Rome. He was
pious, but he found it difficult to accept that
Christ was actually present in the consecrated
Host. While celebrating Holy Mass above the
tomb of St. Christina (located in the church
named for this martyr), he spoke the words of
consecration and immediately Blood started to
seep from the consecrated Host and trickle over
his hands and onto the altar. At first the priest
tried to hide the Blood, but eventually he 
interrupted the Mass and asked to be taken to the
neighboring city of Orvieto, where Pope Urban
IV resided. 

The Pope sent emissaries to investigate. When
the facts were ascertained, he ordered the
bishop of the diocese to bring the Host and 
the linen cloth bearing the stains of Blood to
him. He had the relics placed in the cathedral.
The linen bearing the spots of Blood is still 
reverently enshrined and exhibited in the
Cathedral of Orvieto.

Pope Urban IV was prompted by
this miracle to commission St. Thomas Aquinas
to compose the Office for the Mass and Liturgy
of the Hours to celebrate the Most Holy Body
of the Lord (Corpus Christi). One year after the
miracle, in August of 1264, Pope Urban IV
introduced Aquinus’s composition, and by
means of a papal bull instituted the feast of
Corpus Christi. 
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Church of Saint Christina of
Bolsena, the altar where the
miracle took place

Cathedral of Saint Christina
of Bolsena

The Procession over the Riochiaro Bridge,
(artist: Ugolino d’Ilario). Orvieto Cathedral

T Colorful displays in honor of the miracle
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BOLSENA
ITALY, 1264

When the facts
were ascertained,
he ordered the
bishop of the
diocese to bring
the Host and
the linen cloth
bearing the stains
of Blood to him.  

Francesco Trevisani.
The miracle of Bolsena,
detail

Parchment from the period
of the Miracle, notorized by
Cesare Severo Durantino  

Detail of the reliquarium

Reliquiarium of the Body, artist: Ugolino d’Ilario’s studio
(1338), Orvieto

Tabernacle containting the Blood-stained relics of the miracle,
Bolsena

Detail of the Blood-stained stone, Bolsena

Orvieto Cathedral, Chapel of the Sacred Body

Inside the Orvieto Cathedral

Fragments of the Host of the miracle

Detail of the Mass of Bolsena.
Raffaello (1513), Vatican Museums

Public adoration in honor of the Feast of Corpus Christi, Orvieto

Painting by Francesco Trevisani

Painting of Saint Messa of
Bolsena by Francesco Robbio.
From the Collection of the
Museum of the Diocese of Milan

John Paul II during
the pastoral visit to Orvieto
(June 17, 1990)

Eucharistic Miracle of
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CANOSIO
ITALY, 1630

Eucharistic Miracle of

This particular Eucharistic
miracle features a pastor,
Father Antonio Reinardi,
whose deep faith in the
Eucharist was responsible for
saving the village of Canosio
from the torrential floods
of the Maira River with a
blessing of the Blessed
Sacrament. There were many
conversions among those who
witnessed the miracle and to
this day the townspeople of
Canosio celebrate a feast
during the Octave of Corpus
Christi to commemorate
the miracle.

anosio is a small village in the region of Val
Maira, in the Diocese of Saluzzo. In 1630,
its townspeople had grown cold in their

religious observance due to the spread of the
Calvinistic heresy. A day after the feast of Corpus
Christi, the river at Maira flooded because of a
torrential rainfall. The flood waters were so
violent and powerful that some massive stones
were dislodged from the mountain and threat-
ened to destroy the valley and the village itself!

Father Antonio Reinardi, the
pastor of the town, assembled the townspeople
with the ringing of the church bells and exhorted
them to pray that the Lord would stop the flood.
He vowed that if the village of Canosio were spared
from the flood’s destruction, the townspeople
would celebrate in perpetuity an annual feast of

Corpus Christi. Father Reinardi then placed the
Sacrament in the monstrance. He processed
towards the raging flood with some of the 
faithful as they all recited the "Miserere"
Psalm 51. After he blessed the raging waters, the
rain stopped at once and the flood waters 
peaked and returned to their normal level. This
incident revived the faith of the townspeople of
Canosio and to this day they observe the vow
that was made.

Unfortunately, many of the documents which
attest to the miracle and which were preserved 
in the parish archives from the 17th century
were burned during the war between France
and Spain. What is extant, however, is a copy
describing the events and which was left by the
pastor who was a witness to what occurred.

C

Panoramic view
of Canosio

The Maira River
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Parish Church of Canosio
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The oldest depiction 
of St. Rita Basilica of St. Rita

CASCIA
ITALY, 1330

Eucharistic Miracle of

In 1330, at Cascia, a gravely
ill peasant called the priest so
he could receive Communion.  
The priest, partly through
carelessness and partly
through apathy, instead 
of taking the ciborium with
him in order to carry the
Eucharist to the house 
of sick man, irreverently 
placed a Host in a prayer
book. When he reached the
peasant the priest opened the
book and with astonishment
saw that the Host was 
transformed into a clot of
blood and the pages of the
book were marked with blood.

t Cascia, in the basilica dedicated to St.
Rita, is also preserved the relic of the
Eucharistic Miracle, which happened near

Siena in 1330. A priest was asked to bring
Communion to a sick peasant. The priest took a
consecrated Host which he irreverently placed in
the pages of his breviary and went to the peasant.
When he arrived at the house of the sick man,
after hearing his confession, he opened the book
to take out the Host which he had placed there.
To his great surprise he found that the Host was
stained with living blood, so much as to mark
both pages between which the Blessed Sacrament
had been placed. The priest, confused and peni-
tent, went immediately to Siena to the
Augustinian Priory to ask the counsel of 
Fr. Simone Fidati of Cascia, known by all to be a
holy man. Fr. Fidati, having heard the story, granted

pardon to the priest and asked to keep the two
pages marked by Blood. Many popes have 
promoted veneration, conceding indulgences.

In the act of recognition of the
relic of the Eucharistic miracle of Cascia in
1687, a text was also reported of a very ancient
code of the priory of St. Augustine in which are
described numerous pieces of information
regarding the miracle. Beyond this information,
the episode is also mentioned in the Communal
Statutes of Cascia of 1387 where it was ordered
that “every year on the Feast of Corpus Christi,
the authorities, the counsels, and the people of
Cascia should meet in the Church of St.
Augustine and follow the priest, who should
carry the venerable relic of the Most Holy Body
of Christ in procession through the city”.  In 1930,

on the occasion of the sixth centenary of the
event, a Eucharistic Congress was celebrated at
Cascia for the entire diocese of Norcia.  A precious
and artistic monstrance was consecrated, and the
entire historical documentation of the miracle
was published.

A

Priory of St. Augustine 
in Cascia
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Ancient monstrance which
contained the relic of the miracle

Tabernacle of 
the Eucharistic miracle

Upper Basilica with presbytery
by the sculptor Manzù

Chapel where the relic is kept
in the Lower  Basilica

Urn containing the body of 
St. Rita which is preserved intact

Painting depicting 
Blessed Simone Fidati

Relic of the Eucharistic miracle

A man’s face can clearly be seen

Enlarged reproduction of the face
which appeared in the left-hand page

Enlarged reproduction of the face
which appeared in the right-hand page
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CAVA DEI TIRRENI
ITALY, 1656

Eucharistic Miracle of

The “Feast of the Castello”
has been faithfully celebrated
since 1657 and it recalls the
plague epidemic which visited
the City of Cava on May 25,
1656, Ascension Thursday.
The plague was stopped by
a religious Corpus Christi
procession which started 
from the Castle of the
Annunciation and proceeded
to the higher terrace of
Monte Castello.

n May of 1656, a terrible epidemic of the plague
overtook the city of Naples as a result of the
invasion by Spanish troops from Sardinia. The

plague spread so quickly to the neighboring villages
and surrounding countryside that it was soon at the
gates of the city of Cava dei Tirreni. The victims
numbered in the thousands both in the villages and
the urban centers. Fr. Paolo Franco was one of the
few priests who had been spared and who had not
succumbed to the epidemic. Despite the danger of
contagion, he was divinely inspired to lead the people
in a procession of reparation within a few kilometers
of the summit of the Castello. When they arrived at
the summit of the mountain, Fr. Franco blessed
Cava dei Tirreni with the Blessed Sacrament. The
epidemic miraculously stopped. To this day the
townspeople commemorate the miracle with a
solemn annual procession during the month of June.

An antique print (ca. 18th Century) depicting the miraclePanoramic view of Cava dei Tirreni

The Eucharistic miracle is recalled each year during the
“Sagra di Montecastello” 

The annual fireworks at Cava
on the anniversary of
the miracle
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The view from the mountain from which the priest
blessed the city

I

MIRACLES-panels  11/02/08  14:32  Page 27


