
KRANENBURG, DISTRICT OF KLEVE
GERMANY, 1280

In 1284, in the small city 
of Kranenburg in the district
of Kleve, there was a
Eucharistic miracle known
under the name of “Miracle
of the Miraculous Crucifix.”
A sacred Host was thrown
near a tree by a shepherd who
was not able to swallow the
Holy Eucharist because of an
illness. Later, the tree was cut
in half and a perfectly carved
crucifix fell to the ground. 
On the place where the crucifix
was found, a church was built.
That church is still there to
this day and numerous 
pilgrims come to visit it. 

any documents describe this miracle that
took place in 1280. A shepherd of
Kranenburg after taking Holy Communion,

was not able to swallow the Sacred Host and
threw the Holy Eucharist against a tree in his 
garden. He was plagued with remorse over the
incident and he decided to tell his parish priest.
The priest hastened to the place of the evil 
deed to try to recover the Host, but the search
proved fruitless.

A few years later, the shepherd 
decided to cut the tree down and he split it in two
pieces. Right after it was cut down, a perfectly
carved crucifix fell out of the tree. The report of
the crucifix that “had grown from a sacred Host”
spread rapidly from town to town. The Bishops
of Cologne and the Count of Kiev took a direct

interest in the miracles, and pilgrims began to
come in large numbers. In 1408, the citizens of
Kranenburg began the construction of a church
in honor of the miracle. The church was completed
in 1444 and it represents one of the most 
significant examples of the Gothic architectural
style in the area of the lower Rhine River. Popes
and Bishops have always promoted the cult of
the Miraculous Crucifix, granting privileges
and indulgences, the last of which were granted
in the year 2000.
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Detail of the relic

Church of St. Peter and Paul where the precious
holy relic is kept

Relic of the
miraculous crucifix 

Procession held every year on
September 14th in honor
of the miracleM

Ancient document describing
the miracle preserved at the
church (15th century)
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REGENSBURG
GERMANY, 1255

In the Eucharistic miracle of
Regensburg, a priest was 
assailed by doubts concerning
the Real Presence of Jesus in
the Eucharist during the Holy
Mass. At the moment he was
elevating the chalice, the 
wooden crucifix above the
tabernacle came to life, and
the Lord slowly extended his
arms to the priest, took the
chalice from his hands and
exhibited the Holy Eucharist
for adoration of the faithful.

n Holy Thursday, March 25, 1255, a
priest of Ratisbonne was taking Holy
Viaticum to a dying patient when, upon

entering the city, he suddenly found himself
before a stream overflowing because of an
unexpected storm. To allow the people to pass
from one bank to the other, they had placed a
simple plank of wood. While crossing it, the
priest slipped and dropped the ciborium
containing the consecrated Hosts. As an act of
reparation, the priest, the faithful, and the
civil authority decided the same day to
construct a chapel on the site of the accident.
On September 8, 1255, Bishop Albert conse-
crated the chapel in honor of the Savior, to
which the Blessed Sacrament was carried in
solemn procession. From that moment the
sanctuary began to be frequented by numerous

faithful. Two years later an extraordinary
event confirmed the holiness of the place.

A priest was celebrating
the Holy Mass in the little chapel, when he
was struck by doubt regarding the Real
Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. He
delayed, therefore, in elevating the chalice
and suddenly heard a light noise come from
the altar. From the wooden crucifix above
the altar, the Lord slowly extended his arms
to the priest, took the chalice from his hands
and exhibited the Blessed Sacrament for the
adoration of the faithful. The priest, repentant,
fell to his knees and begged forgiveness for
having doubted. The Lord returned the 
chalice to him as a sign of pardon. The 
miraculous crucifix is still preserved to this

Antique print depicting 
the miracle

Eucharistic Miracle of

day in the nearby town of Regensburg, and
many of the faithful go to the place every year
in pilgrimage.O
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REGENSBURG
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WALLDÜRN
GERMANY, 1330

One of the most complete
documents about the
Eucharistic miracle is told of
the Eucharistic miracle of
Walldürn Germany in the year
1330 and was written by the
Monk Hoffius in 1589.
During the Mass, a priest 
accidentally overturned the
Sacred Species of the consecrated
Wine onto the corporal. The
Sacred Blood formed an Image
of the Crucified Christ on the
corporal. The relic of the 
corporal with the Blood is 
preserved today, placed on the
side altar in the minor basilica
of Saint George in Walldürn.
Every year, several thousands 
of pilgrims visit Walldürn to
venerate the sacred relic.

It seems the priest, Heinrich Otta, was
celebrating the Holy Mass when he 
accidentally overturned the chalice

containing the Sacred Species; the consecrated
Wine that had been transformed into the
Blood of Christ.  Immediately upon spilling,
the Precious Blood formed on the corporal an
image of the Crucified Christ, surrounded by
eleven identical images of the Head of Christ
crowned with thorns.  The priest did not have
the courage to reveal the miracle and for many
years he kept the corporal hidden under the
altar.  It was only near the point of his death
that he confessed, then told the story of the
event and revealed the corporal.  

From the beginning, the reliquary of the corporal
has had much veneration, and many conversions

and miraculous recoveries are attributed to
this. Pope Eugene IV confirmed the miracle
in 1445 and granted some indulgences. The
miracle was famous across Europe and for
centuries was depicted by many artists.

The actual basilica was
constructed between 1698 and 1728 by Franz
Lothar von Schonborn, the Archbishop of
Mainz. In 1962, Pope John XXIII elevated
the church to a minor basilica. Augustinian
monks have protected the basilica since 1938.
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Banner in the Church of Saint George on which the miracle
is presented

Interior of the Church

Church of Saint George

Father Otto hides the miraculous
corporal. This painting is in the
church of Saint George and was
painted in 1732

Father Augustine presents the
Miraculous Corporal to pilgrims

The Crucified Christ is clearly distinguished
under ultra violet lighting

Church of Saint George

Procession in honor 
of the miracle

I
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WEINGARTEN
GERMANY

The Most Precious Blood of Jesus

For more than 900 years it
has been possible to venerate
the relic of a portion of the
Most Precious Blood of Jesus
at the Benedictine Monastery
at Weingarten. According to
many historians, the soldier
Longinus had carried the relic
of the Most Precious Blood 
of Christ to Mantua. Later
the Precious Blood was divided
into several portions and
given to various rulers of the
era, the most famous of
whom was Charlemagne, and
to different popes.

he relic of the Most Precious Blood arrived
even in Weingarten. According to an
ancient document, in the year 1055,

Emperor Henry III of the Franks was given part
of the Precious Relic. Henry subsequently left the
Most Precious Blood as an inheritance to Count
Baldovino of Flanders, who in turn gave the
Sacred Relic to his daughter, Judith.

When Guelfo IV of Bavaria
sought Judith as his spouse, she gave him the
Precious Relic, which he himself later gave to the
Benedictines at Weingarten, directed at that time
by Abbot Wilichon.  The solemn ceremony took
place March 4, 1094.  For this reason the
Benedictine Abbey received numerous indulgences
from various popes, such that this church became
a religious center of extraordinary importance.  

Every year a ceremony known as The Ride 
(or Procession) of the Blood, in honor of the
relic, was organized at Weingarten.  It was a parade
in which nearly 3,000 horses, ridden by 
representatives of the individual parishes 
and by the clergy of the individual churches,
participated.
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Relic of the Most Precious Blood

Urn containing the sacred relic

Pope Pius II venerates the precious relic

Relic of a Nail from the Cross,
Hofburg in Vienna. 

Relic of a fragment from the
Holy Cross which is preserved 
in Rome in the Basilica of 
The Holy Cross in Jerusalem

Antique painting depicting The Ride (or Procession) of the
Most Precious Blood held in Weingarten

Procession in honor of 
the precious relic

The relic of the Most Precious Blood is preserved in the church 
of Saint Martin in Weingarten

T
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WEINGARTEN
GERMANY

The Most Precious Blood of Jesus

Every year a
ceremony known
as The Ride (or
Procession) of
the Blood, in
honor of the
relic, was 
organized at
Weingarten.  

The relic of the Most Precious
Blood of Jesus is preserved in
the Basilica of Sant’Andrea 
in Mantua

A letter from 1278, dated March 1st, in which Albert, abbot of the
Benedictine Monastery of Sant'Andrea in Mantua, confirms the
Mantuan origin of the relic of the Precious Blood of Jesus, 
preserved in the monastery at Weingarten

Monstrances containing some
relics of the Passion of Christ,
Kunsthistorishces Museum,
Vienna

Twinning between the cities of
Mantua and Weingarten

Relic of the Sacred Lance with
which the Roman soldier struck
the side of Jesus.
Kunsthistorisches Museum,
Vienna

Relics of the Holy Blood,  Mantua

Procession in honor of the Holy Blood at Mantua

The relic of the Precious Blood (17th century).
City Hall at Weingarten

Reliquary containing the soil on which the Most Precious Blood
of Christ fell from the Cross, Czestochowa, PolandKunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna
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WILSNACK
GERMANY, 1383

During a terrible fire that
exploded in the village of
Wilsnack in 1383, among the
ruins of the parish church
were found three completely
intact Hosts, which bled
continuously. Pilgrims began
to go there in great numbers,
and for that reason a church
was built there in honor of
the miracle. Its veneration was
approved by two bulls of Pope
Eugene IV in 1447.

n August 1383, the village of Wilsnack was
sacked, robbed and set afire by Count
Heinrich von Bulow. Among the ruins of

the parish church were found three perfectly
intact Hosts, from which Blood flowed.  After
recovering the Bleeding Hosts, numerous miracles
began to be verified.  For example, Count
Dietrich von Wenckstern, who nurtured many
doubts regarding the Bleeding of the Hosts, lost
his vision, which was restored only when he
repented of having doubted the authenticity of
the miracle.

This news spread rapidly, 
and already in 1384 the Bishop of Havelburg had
confirmed the miracle of the “Bleeding” Hosts of
Wilsnack. Pope Urban VI contributed an endow-
ment for reconstruction of the church, to which

was added offerings by the Archbishop of
Magdeburg, and of the Bishops of Brandenburg,
Havelberg, and Levus. Until the 1500s,
Wilsnack became one of the most important
places of pilgrimage in Europe. Thanks to
numerous offerings left by pilgrims who came
to venerate the miraculous Hosts, it was possible
to finance the construction of the enormous
Church of St. Nikolai, dedicated to the miracle.
Even today the church offers one of the most
important examples of the Gothic style in fired
brick typical of northern Germany.  The 
monstrance containing the relics of the three
Hosts was destroyed in the fire of 1522.
However, numerous written testimonials about
the miracle and works of art depicting it survive.

© 2006, Istituto San Clemente I Papa e Martire / Real Presence Eucharistic Education and Adoration Association

Eucharistic Miracle of

Antique prints depicting the phases of the miracle

Count Dietrich von Wenckstern recovers his vision after repenting 
for having doubted the truth of the Bleeding HostsChurch of San Nikolai (St. Nicholas) in Wilsnack

Interior of the Church

Stones honoring the three
Miraculous Hosts of Wilsnack
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