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In today’s Gospel we hear of Jesus being amazed,
but not in a good way. He is amazed by the lack of
faith he encounters in his hometown. He has shown
his ability to do miracles and teach with wisdom.
People have left everything to follow him. Yet at
home, his community could not believe in him. They
had already decided who he was and put Jesus in a
box. They could not believe because they could not
see him for who he really was, the Son of God.

How often do we put others in easily under-
stood boxes? Have we ever made up our minds
about people and not given them the space to reveal
themselves to be something different, something
more? Have we ever put Jesus in a box and assumed
we knew everything about him? Have we ever
lacked faith in him?

We are invited to get to know Jesus for who he
is. To look again with new eyes. When we choose
faith, we are the ones who will be amazed.

O QUESTIONS

b action

We all want to be understood for who we are. An
important step in that process is knowing who we
are and accepting and loving ourselves as God made
us. This week, write down ten things you know and
love about yourself. Offer those to Jesus in prayer.
On a separate list, write ten things you know and
love about God. Offer them as a prayer of thanks-
giving to God.

ﬂ “Stand in Faith”
—Danny Gokey https://www

.Yyoutube.com/watch
?v=ZIREaGBN4Jw

4 What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life?
+ Have you ever felt like the people of Nazareth and lacked faith in Jesus?
4 What is holding you back from believing fully in Jesus?
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LECTIONARY #101B
Ezekiel 2:2-5

Psalm 123:1-2, 2, 3-4
2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Mark 6:1-6

Prepare for the Word

The following elements may be used by the catechist,
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today’s readings.

Leader’s Context

This Gospel passage can lead to some challenging
questions, especially in the last few lines. This account
from Mark says that because the people in Jesus’
hometown had trouble believing in him as the mes-
siah, he was “not able to perform any mighty deed
there.” This can be misinterpreted to lead us to
believe that God only has power when people believe.
Instead, we should understand this as a comment
about our faith: without faith, we do not see God’s
work; through faith we open ourselves up to God’s
working in the world. Nothing is impossible for God,
but at the same time Jesus regularly connects heal-
ing miracles in particular to people’s faith. We saw
this last week in the story about the healing of
Jairus’s daughter, when Jesus encourages Jairus to
continue to have faith.

FOCUS: Faith opens us to God’s work in
our lives.

Liturgical Calendar Connection

This week we celebrate St. Benedict on July 11. He
is known for having founded the Benedictines, one
of the oldest religious orders in the Church. The
Rule (a handbook about the way his monks were to
live) that Benedict wrote has served as a foundation
for many other religious orders. It describes a way of
life centered around prayer, liturgy, and communal
living. Benedict is the patron saint of Europe. This
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is a good week to pray for monastic communities
and vocations to the religious life.

Church Teaching Connection

“It should nonetheless be kept in mind that Revelation
remains charged with mystery. It is true that Jesus,
with his entire life, revealed the countenance of the
Father, for he came to teach the secret things of God.
But our vision of the face of God is always fragmen-
tary and impaired by the limits of our understanding.
Faith alone makes it possible to penetrate the mystery
in a way that allows us to understand it coherently”
(Fides et ratio, 13).

Hear the Word

Use this resource, a Lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation

Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Mark 6:1-6

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Mark.

All: Glory toyou, O Lord.

All make the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips,
and heart.

Jesus departed from there and came to his native
place, accompanied by his disciples. When the sab-
bath came he began to teach in the synagogue, and
many who heard him were astonished. They said,
“Where did this man get all this? What kind of wis-
dom has been given him? What mighty deeds are
wrought by his hands! Is he not the carpenter, the
son of Mary, and the brother of James and Joses and
Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with
us?” And they took offense at him. Jesus said to them,



“A prophet is not without honor except in his native
place and among his own kin and in his own house.”
So he was not able to perform any mighty deed there,
apart from curing a few sick people by laying his
hands on them. He was amazed at their lack of faith.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word

When beginning the reflection and discussion about today’s
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week

and journaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin

the following reflection:

Today’s Gospel invites us to consider our own faith
and how open we truly are to God in our lives. In
this passage from Mark, we hear how Jesus returned
to his “native place,” his hometown. He goes to the
synagogue, as he normally would on the sabbath,
and teaches those who are gathered there. Instead of
welcoming him, the people reject him. It was hard
for these people who knew him well already to sud-
denly adjust to him as a preacher and teacher. This
makes it seem like Jesus probably had a normal child-
hood, at least on the outside. The people around him
(expect Mary and Joseph, of course) didn't seem to
have much of a sense of who he was until Jesus was
an adult. They can’t accept Jesus as the messiah or
even a prophet because think they know who Jesus
really is; after all, they know his relatives who still
live in town. This would be something like the per-
son sitting next to you suddenly declaring that they
were running for president. It’s not that you auto-
matically think the person wouldn’t be good at the
job, but it can be hard for us to reimagine someone
who we are already familiar with.

» Have you ever felt like people didn't recognize
you for who you are now, not what you were
once like as a child? How did you react to them?

Jesus’ response to the pushback from his neighbors
suggests that he expected their reaction. He remarks
that “a prophet is not without honor except in his

native place and among his own kin and in his own
house.” This saying recalls for us that many prophets
in the Old Testament were rejected. Looking for-
ward in Jesus’ life, he will continue to be rejected,
even to the point of death. This saying also rein-
forces our understanding that familiarity can make
it difficult for us to treat somebody with a different
respect than we used to. Going back to our president
example, it’s likely that many people in the presi-
dent’s family still just call the person by his name or
nickname. They might respect him in his role, but
at family gatherings he is still an uncle, dad, or
grandpa. Even when we take on a new role or posi-
tion, we don’t stop being ourselves.

» Who are you to different people (sibling, child,
team captain, section leader, and so on)? How do
your different roles help create who you are?

The last thing we want to look at in today’s Gospel
reading is the effect that people’s unbelief had on the
situation. Because the people did not fully believe in
Jesus as the messiah, he was “not able to perform
any mighty deed there.” We might misread this as
saying that Jesus’ power to work miracles depended
on the faith of those being healed, but that would
put limits on God. Instead, a better way to think of
that is to say that faith is what opens us up to receiv-
ing God’s grace and seeing God’s action in our lives.
Someone who rejects God’s existence would also
reject any miracle she saw. Thus, our faith and rela-
tionship with God shape how we perceive God’s
activity in the world.

Wrapping It Up

Consider these points to conclude the discussion and
reflection. Integrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
during the discussion as well as the “Church Teaching
Connection” on page 226.

Jesus was not welcomed as the messiah or
even as a prophet in his hometown.

Jesus' neighbors were too familiar with him;
they could not see him in a new light.

Our faith affects our openness to recognize
God'’s activity in our lives and our world.
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