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2 Corinthians 4:13—51
Mark3:20-35

o
B REFLECTION

Arguments with family members are often the most
volatile because we have the implied connection of
familial love and concern. In this week’s Gospel,
Jesus’ relatives want to seize him because they
thought he was out of his mind. While no one was
denying that he was doing miracles, there was a
question of how he was accomplishing those things.
Some of the Pharisees said that it was because he
was possessed by Satan. They were not willing to
believe that he was God in the flesh. They could not
fathom that God would come so close to them.

We can see that Jesus is not immune to diffi-
cult conversations with his family and friends, He
stands for the truth; he is the truth. Those who go
against that truth are against him. We hear him tell
them that a house divided against itself cannot
stand. So often our own homes are filled with this
kind of divisiveness. We accuse those closest to us
of having malice in their hearts when we ought to
see ourselves as a family. We do this in our homes,
churches, and communities. We know that the Holy
Spirit brings about miracles, healing, and reconcilia-
tion. That same Holy Spirit is alive in us today to
bring us to the fullness of life and heal our divisions.

O QUESTIONS
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kacrion

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta once said, “If you want
to change the world, go home and love your family.”
Spend time in prayer this week reflecting on this
quote. As you reflect, call to mind a member of your
family who you are struggling with. Say a prayer for
him or her. Commit to doing one good deed for that
family member this week. Give thanks to Jesus for
that person’s presence in your life. The Holy Spirit
enables us to love this person with the love of God.

D Learn about one of

Mother Teresa’s favorite prayers.
https://ocp.org/en-us/blog/entry
/the-commons/fragrance-prayer

4+ What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life?

+ Who needs your love and support today?

4 How can you help bring reconciliation and healing to broken places?
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LECTIONARY #89B
Genesis 3:9-15

Psalm 130:1-2,3-4,5-6,7-8
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

Mark 3:20-35

Prepare for the Word

The following elements may be used by the catechist,
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today’s readings.

Leader’s Context

Today, we get a rather intriguing story of Jesus early
in his ministry. After returning to the area he grew
up in, his relatives gathered to seize him, to keep him
from embarrassing them and doing questionable
things. Jesus counters this not only by speaking in
parables, but by implying that his true family is not
his biological family but rather those who choose to
join him in his ministry. This might seem a bit dis-
missive, but we should truly hear it as an affirmation
of a message he gave consistently throughout his
ministry: he would always accept and embrace those
who desired to do the will of God. As we reflect on
this reading, that last point should be our main focus.

FOCUS: Anybody who wishes to do God's
will is part of Jesus’ family.

Liturgical Calendar Connection

Today is the Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. It is
helpful to keep in mind that when we say Ordinary
Time, we don’t mean plain or boring. A better way
to describe it would be to call this “ordered” or
“counted” time. Although we also count the weeks
of other seasons, Ordinary Time counts the weeks
between the cycles that focus more on the incarna-
tion (Advent/Christmas) and the paschal mystery
(Lent/Easter). In a sense, Ordinary Time is our chro-
nos, our measured time, while those seasons are the
Church’s kairos, or time-set-apart. Even though it
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might not include festive celebrations, Ordinary
Time is an important part of our lived reality as dis-
ciples; God is with us in the in-between times too!

Church Teaching Connection

“Jesus formed a new family, no longer based on nat-
ural ties, but on faith in him, on his love which wel-
comes us and unites us to each other, in the Holy
Spirit. All those who welcome Jesus’ word are chil-
dren of God and brothers and sisters among them-
selves. Welcoming the word of Jesus makes us
brothers and sisters, makes us Jesus’ family. Speaking
ill of others, destroying others’ reputations, makes us
the devil’s family” (Pope Francis, Angelus Message,
June 10, 2018).

Hear the Word

Use this resource, a Lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation

Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Mark 3:20-35

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Mark.

All: Glory toyou, O Lord.

All make the sign of the Cross on their forehead, lips, and heart.

Jesus came home with his disciples. Again the crowd
gathered, making it impossible for them even to eat.
When his relatives heard of this they set out to seize
him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.” The scribes
who had come from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed
by Beelzebul,” and “By the prince of demons he drives
out demons.”



Summoning them, he began to speak to them in
parables, “How can Satan drive out Satan? If a king-
dom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot
stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that
house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has
risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot
stand; that is the end of him. But no one can enter a
strong man’s house to plunder his property unless
he first ties up the strong man. Then he can plunder
the house. Amen, I say to you, all sins and all blas-
phemies that people utter will be forgiven them. But
whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never
have forgiveness, but is guilty of an everlasting sin.”
For they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

His mother and his brothers arrived. Standing
outside they sent word to him and called him. A
crowd seated around him told him, “Your mother
and your brothers and your sisters are outside asking
for you.” But he said to them in reply, “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” And looking around at
those seated in the circle he said, “Here are my
mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will
of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word

When beginning the reflection and discussion about today’s
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week

and journaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin

the following reflection:

Today’s Gospel can be a bit challenging for us. There
are people accusing Jesus of being insane and of
being possessed by the devil. Because this makes the
people of Jesus’ time seem superstitious, it can be
tempting to write off this story and other Scripture
passages because people back then just weren’t as
educated or wise as we are. But we have to set aside
those temptations to dismiss these passages and
really study these stories and search for the wisdom
in them.

» What was Jesus doing that caused people to
say these things? Why might they have wanted
to make such accusations against Jesus?

Jesus’ miracles and teachings were quite extraordi-
nary. Many people didn't really know what to make
of him, while others were scared that he was upset-
ting the status quo. Looking past their uncertainty
and fear, we see that this passage tells us something
important about Jesus’ understanding of faith and
family.

First, let’s consider the references that are made
to Jesus’ family. In the early part of the story, there
are some unnamed relatives who come to take Jesus
away so that he does not cause them embarrassment
by his actions and words. Later in the story, people
tell Jesus that “your mother and your brothers and
your sisters are outside asking for you.” Because the
Catholic Church teaches that Mary remained a vir-
gin even after Jesus’ birth, we do not believe that
these passages refer to Jesus’ siblings. Rather, schol-
ars understand the original terms used here to refer
more generally to relatives of Jesus (like cousins).

So, we hear that relatives of Jesus were asking for
him. This is where Jesus’ understanding of family
begins to surprise us. Instead of responding to his
relatives, Jesus poses this question to the crowd:
“Who are my mother and my brothers?” This is
shocking and must have been hard to hear, espe-
cially for Mary. Family was such an important thing
in their culture and it seems that Jesus does not want
to claim a relationship with his relatives.

» Who do you call your family? Is it your blood
relatives? Your close friends? Your teammates?
What does family mean to you?

Jesus redefines family when he says: “For whoever
does the will of God is my brother and sister and
mother.” Put another way, those who follow Jesus in
faith are members of his family. Throughout his
ministry, Jesus was surrounded by the family he
chose, not the family he was born with. His words
here emphasize that his mission was to invite all
people who followed the will of God into commu-
nion with himself and with one another.
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