Reads

Acts 4:8-12

Psalm 118:1, 8 9 21—23
26, 28, 29

1 John 3 1—2 .
John 10 11—18 -

B REFLECTION
Some of the earliest representatlons made of Jesus
were not the crucifixion, but rather of Jesus as a
shepherd. Why did this imagery stand out? The Old
Testament is full of important shepherds. For exam-
ple, Abraham, Moses, and David all tended flocks of
sheep. These were also men that God called to par-
ticular missions on behalf of the people. Jesus picks
up the imagery and applies it to himself.

A person who is working for a paycheck would
run at the first sign of trouble. But Jesus is a shep-
herd who would lay down his life for the sheep. The
sheep are his own and he knows each one in his
flock. He wills the good for them and watches out
for them, especially when they cannot detect dan-
gers on their own.

We are the flock of Christ, and we are blessed
that we have the Good Shepherd leading us. We are
not always looking out for sins that would bring us
down. We are often unaware of the danger we face.
Sometimes we don't even know what will truly bring
us nourishment and strength. But we can trust in
Jesus to lead us. He is our shepherd, and we can
trust in him.
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b acrion

One of the most famous psalms is Psalm 23. In it, the
psalmist describes how God, as a shepherd, takes
care of us. Read this psalm each day this week,
reflecting on the imagery of the words. Think of God'’s
faithfulness to you through each phase of your life,
and your experience of being shepherded by Jesus.
Finish your prayer time with a prayer of thanks-
giving for God’s constant care and love.

D See some of the earliest
images depicting Jesus as the
Good Shepherd. https://aleteia
.0rg/2019/05/12/three-of-the
-oldest-images-of-jesus-portrays
-him-as-the-good-shepherd/

<+ What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life?

+ How have you experienced the shepherding care of Jesus?

4 How can you more clearly recognize Jesus’ voice in your daily experiences?
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Acts 4:8-12

Psalm 118:1, 8-9, 21-283, 26, 28, 29
1John 3:1-2

John 10:11-18

Prepare for the Word

The following elements may be used by the catechist,
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today’s readings.

Leader’s Context

If you were to visit the catacombs of St. Callisto
(Callixtus) in Rome, you would find one of the oldest
images of Jesus. He is not depicted on the cross or
rising from the dead; instead, he is shown carrying
a sheep on his shoulders. We hear Jesus describing
this imagery of himself in today’s Gospel. The Fourth
Sunday of Easter is known as “Good Shepherd
Sunday.” The image of a shepherd and his sheep
would have been a familiar image to the people he
was speaking to. A shepherd had to care for his
sheep, protect them from danger, and guide them to
food. This is what Jesus does for us and more—he
even goes so far as to lay down his life for us.

FOCUS: Jesus is a good shepherd that
feeds us, protects us, and calls us by name.

Liturgical Calendar Connection

The Church celebrates Our Lady of Good Counsel
on April 26. About thirty miles from Rome in the
small town of Genazzano, Italy, is found a miracu-
lous image of Mary with the child Jesus. Mary is
leaning close to Jesus, as if listening to his words.
In 1467, before the celebration of Mass, a cloud
descended from the sky accompanied by music from
above and settled in the parish church. When the
cloud disappeared, an image of Mary and Jesus hung
in its place. As news of this event spread, more and
more people traveled to this small village to venerate
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this sacred image that has had many miracles
attributed to it. Many people have a devotion to this
image today and call upon Mary as Our Lady of
Good Counsel. This title reminds us that we, like
Mary, should listen to the wisdom of Jesus.

Church Teaching Connection

“Christ is the Good Shepherd who, by dying on the
Cross, lays down his life for his sheep. Thus a pro-
found communion is established between the Good
Shepherd and his flock. Jesus, according to the
Evangelist, ‘calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out . . . and the sheep follow him, for they
know his voice’ (Ju 10:3—4). Sheep and Shepherd are
united by long familiarity, real knowledge and
mutual attachment: he takes care of them; they trust
him and follow him faithfully” (Pope John Paul II,
Homily, April 25, 1999).

Hear the Word

Use this resource, a Lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation

Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel John 10:11-18

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John.

All: Glorytoyou, O Lord.

All make the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips,
and heart.

Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd. A good shep-
herd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired man,
who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his
own, sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and



runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters them.
This is because he works for pay and has no concern
for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and I know
mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows
me and I know the Father; and I will lay down my
life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not
belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they
will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one
shepherd. This is why the Father loves me, because
I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No
one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own.
[ have power to lay it down, and power to take it up
again. This command I have received from my Father.”

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. .

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word

When beginning the reflection and discussion about today’s
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week

and journaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin

the following reflection:

» Have you ever had to gather a group of animals
or people together? Describe that experience.

Jesus knows the people listening to his teaching
would be familiar with the role of a shepherd. He
uses this familiar image to convey God’s divine prov-
idence (protection and care). Because we might not
all be familiar with what a shepherd does, here are
some things a shepherd does: he cares for his sheep,
makes sure they have food and water, protects them
from predators, and goes in search of them if they
stray. Describing Jesus as a good shepherd is a pow-
erful image because he does all those things for us.

» What are some other qualities Jesus has as the
Good Shepherd? How does he describe himself
in today’s reading?

» Do you think this image appeals to people
today? Why or why not?

We have talked a lot about the characteristics of a
shepherd, but what about the sheep? Sheep will run
from what scares them. They will band together as
a means of protection, Sheep will follow each other,
so where one goes, others are close behind. They also
recognize and move toward a trusted person (espe-
cially one who feeds them). In the image of Jesus as
the Good Shepherd, we are his sheep. This means
that we are in relationship with him as sheep are in
relationship with the shepherd.

When we are scared, we band together with
others. The shepherd guards us from those things
that might attack us. When we get lost, go astray, or
need to know where we are going, the shepherd
directs us. We must learn God’s voice and listen for
it. We do this by reading the Bible, by going to Mass,
by praying, and by participating in the sacraments.
God will lead us in the right path. We must be open
to hear, follow, and trust him.

» What are some other ways you can learn to
recognize God's voice?

Today’s Gospel reading comes from the time of
Jesus’” ministry that occurs before his death and res-
urrection, yet it is included in our readings during
Easter Time. Jesus knows that he will die and rise
from the dead, so he can make the statements we
hear in today’s reading: “I am the good shepherd.
A good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep;”
and, “I lay down my life in order to take it up again.”
Jesus proves his love for his flock by giving his life.
During Easter Time we celebrate Christ’s resurrec-
tion from death, a death he willingly suffered on the
cross for our salvation.

Wrapping It Up

Consider these points to conclude the discussion and
reflection. Integrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
during the discussion as well as the “Church Teaching
Connection” on page 176.

Like a good shepherd, Jesus feeds, leads, and
protects us. ~

We must learn to listen to the voice of Christ
and follow where he leads.

Jesus willingly laid down his life for us,
his flock.
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