Read

Exodus 20:1-170r
20:1.3,7-8 12-17

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11
1 Corlnthlans 1 22—25
John 2 13—25
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Have you ever been to a beautiful place, like a beach
or a mountaintop, and just marveled at the beauty
of nature? What if, while you were there, you
noticed a pile of trash, left there by someone who
came before? Their carelessness or disregard
marred the beauty of that place. We know that
there are also sacred places that are treated in this
way. When we see sacred places like churches and
landmarks that hold significant meaning misused
and abused, it hurts something deep within us.

We can understand why Jesus is so upset in
this reading. The temple, his Father’s house, is not
being treated as a place of grace. It has become a
place of transactional faith, where people come,
take, and give what is required; it has lost heart. It
has become a place of convenience, not conversion.
Jesus seeks to change this. He wants to drive out
what doesn’t belong so that what is sacred can be
celebrated again.

This Lent, we can invite Jesus into our hearts to
take a close look. He wants to root out all the things
that have turned our deepest selves away from
loving God and others. We are called to repent so
that our hearts, the temple of the Holy Spirit, can
be cleansed.

O QUESTIONS

Third Sunday of Lent
March 3, 2024
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Lent is a time of repentance, of turning away from
sin and returning to God. Often it is difficult to be
honest about our shortcomings. But we know that
God loves us and calls us to be made new in him.
During your personal prayer time, do an examina-
tion of conscience. Then, if you are able, go receive
the sacrament of reconciliation this week.

“The confession of evil works
is the first beginning of good
works.”

<+ What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life?
-+ What areas of your life need to be cleansed?
4 Reflect on how you deal with things that upset you. Bring that to God in prayer.
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LECTIONARY #29B

Exodus 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17
Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11

1 Corinthians 1:22-25

John 2:13-25

Prepare for the Word

The following elements may be used by the catechist,
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today’s readings.

Leader’s Context

The Gospel describes Jesus’ cleansing of the temple.
We hear that it takes place in Jerusalem near the
feast of Passover. Many Jews from all over would
have been traveling there for this solemn event. A key
aspect of Jewish worship was the sacrifice of animals
as atonement for sins, so it should not be surprising
that animals are close to the temple. This must have
been a convenience for worshippers so that they
could acquire the necessities for the sacrifice.
However, Jesus drives out those who sold the ani-
mals, and the money changers. His actions show us
that the place of prayer had become a place of profit.
This was contrary to God’s vision for what worship
was supposed to be.

FOCUS: Jesus’ teachings and actions show
us how we are supposed to live.

Liturgical Calendar Connection

St. John of God, who we celebrate on March 8, is the
patron saint of hospitals, the sick, booksellers, and
firefighters, among other things. He was born in

Portugal in 1495 to devout Christian parents. He .

moved away from his faith during his service as a
solider but returned to it after many years. He ded-
icated the rest of his life to serving God. At first, he
tried many extreme acts of piety, but he was then
advised that his actions should be motivated by
Christ’s care for others and should turn his focus
outward to helping others. This inspired him to
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create a place for the poor who were sick. When he
fell ill himself, he appointed a leader for the group
of helpers working with him. After John’s death,
those who supported his work formed the Brothers
Hospitallers, which is a religious order still in exis-
tence today.

Church Teaching Connection

“Jesus’ behaviour recounted in today’s Gospel pas-
sage exhorts us to live our life not.in search of our
own advantage and interests, but for the glory of God
who 1s love. We are called to always bear in mind
those powerful words of Jesus: ‘you shall not make
my Father’s house a house of trade.” . . . These
words help us to reject the danger of also making
our soul, which is God’s dwelling place, a house of
trade, by living in constant search of our personal
interests instead of generous and supportive love”
(Pope Francis, Angelus Message, March 4, 2018).

Hear the Word

Use this resource, a Lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation

Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, king of
endless glory.

Gospel John 2:13-25

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

All make the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips,
and heart,

Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went
up to Jerusalem. He found in the temple area those
who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the



money changers seated there. He made a whip out
of cords and drove them all out of the temple area,
with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the
money changers and overturned their tables, and to
those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of
here, and stop making my Father’s house a market-
place.” His disciples recalled the words of Scripture,
Zeal for your house will consume me. At this the Jews
answered and said to him, “What sign can you show
us for doing this?” Jesus answered and said to them,
“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it
up.” The Jews said, “This temple has been under
construction for forty-six years, and you will raise it
up in three days?” But he was speaking about the
temple of his body. Therefore, when he was raised
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had
said this, and they came to believe the Scripture and
the word Jesus had spoken.

While he was in Jerusalem for the feast of
Passover, many began to believe in his name when
they saw the signs he was doing. But Jesus would not
trust himself to them because he knew them all, and
did not need anyone to testify about human nature.
He himself understood it well.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word

When beginning the reflection and discussion about today’s
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week

and journaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings daffect their own lives? Then begin

the following reflection:

» What is your initial response to Jesus’ actions in
today's Gospel?

It might seem like Jesus’ actions are very out of char-
acter for someone who shows God’s love and mercy
to sinners. Yet when we take a closer look at Jesus’
motivations for his actions, we find that they are very
much in line with what he came to do. We hear that

his disciples’ reaction was to remember the Scripture
passage from Psalm 69 that said, “Zeal for your house
will consume me.” Zeal means passion or energy for
a particular cause. In this case, Jesus’ cause is his
whole life’s mission: to help people reestablish a
right relationship with God and live out God’s com-
mandments. In today’s Gospel, he works toward this
by getting rid of all those things that are being done
in the temple that are not for God but for the profit
of human beings.

» While we don’t use the term “zeal” in today’s
language a lot, we should consider the term
“righteous anger.” What do you think it means?

Righteous anger can be described as the passion and
energy that results when we recognize things that
are not of God, like sin and forms of evil. It is not an
out-of-control anger, but one that inspires us to call
for repentance and justice, and to seek remedies for
any harm that was done without falling into hatred
or revenge.

» What are some things followers of Jesus should
be righteously angry about? What can young
people do to respond to these things in the way
Jesus would?

Another insight from today’s reading is that we need
to spend time reflecting on our own relationships
with God. Are we in right relationship with God?
Is there anything within us that needs a spiritual
cleansing so that nothing is standing in the way of
follow Jesus’ teachings? Lent is a great time to allow
Christ to drive out that those things that do not
belong. Confession is one of the best ways to seek
the cleansing our souls need.

» What are some ways you can prepare for the
sacrament of reconciliation?

» How can you incorporate reflecting on your
relationship with God as part of your regular
routine?
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