LIVING THE WORD
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Today's Gospel offers a powerful example of the
redemption we are offered when we sincerely
entrust ourselves to God. Hanging beside Jesus, the
repentant criminal defends him, confessing at the
same time his own guilt and Jesus’ innocence. In the
face of his imminent death, he does not ask for deliv-
erance from pain or rescue from the cross. Instead,
he asks Jesus to remember him. His plea expresses a
profound trust in Jesus’ ability to bring him into a
kingdom that transcends the agony of the cross.
The response from Jesus is an immediate and
life-changing promise of paradise, a testament to
Christ’s sovereignty over the whole universe.
Regardless of the earthly situation in which they
find themselves—in the very moment of crucifix-
ion—Christ demonstrates both his power over all
and his love for all. The criminal experiences conver-
sion, turning from his life of sin to belief in Jesus.
Through our baptism, we are members of the
kingdom of God. The story in today’s Gospel inspires
us to remember this identity and to return to our
trust in Christ’s provision and mercy when we have
fallen away. He will always welcome us when we caII
out to himin faith.
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This week, reflect on areas in your life where repen-
tance and reconciliation are needed. Consider how
the repentant criminal’s faith can serve as a model
for turning to Jesus in sincere trust. Using the words
“Jesus, remember me,” create a bookmark, phone
background, or other reminder that will inspire you
to turn to Jesus’ mercy in all circumstances.

D Learn how to pray the

Divine Mercy Chaplet, a prayer

that reminds us of the mercy

Jesus offers to the whole world.
~ https://Itp.org/s/mercy

4 What do today’s readings teach you' about the Christian life?

4 How does the repentant criminal challenge your preconceived notions of who
can experience God'’s grace and redemption?

+» What does Christ’s kingdom look like? How can you help others experlence that
kingdom through your words and actions?
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SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,

KING OF THE UNIVERSE

LECTIONARY #162C
2 Samuel 5:1-3

Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4,4-5
Colossians 1:12-20
Luke 23:35-43

Prepare for the Word

The following elements may be used by the catechist,
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today’s readings.

Leader’s Context

The Jewish people in Jesus’ time were looking for a
king who would fulfill the messianic prophecy that
had been told to them: a king would come to Israel
from the line of King David, and he would reign over
the people of Israel, freeing them from all oppres-
sion, and bringing them a life of prosperity and
justice. They were looking for a king like King
David, who united their people and brought them
abundance. In today’s Gospel, we see in Jesus a very
different version of a king. Jesus’ kingship is revealed
on the cross, in his crucifixion, death, and resurrec-
tion. Jesus exercised his power through mercy and
compassion rather than through swords and riches.
The young people are encouraged to reflect on their
own expectations of God and to consider how they
can be leaders in their own communities, modeled
on Jesus’ example of leadership.

QFOCUS: Christ rules with mercy and love.

Liturgical Calendar Connection

On November 24, we celebrate the life of St. Andrew
Dting-Lac (c. 1795-1839) and his companions.
Andrew was a Vietnamese priest who was martyred
for his faith. His companions who are remembered
on this day include 116 other people who were mar-
tyred, including children, lay men and women,
priests, and bishops. But this is still a small number
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that represents the hundreds of thousands of
Christians who were persecuted, tortured, and killed
for their faith between the seventeenth and nine-
teenth centuries in Vietnam. Through the witness
of these martyrs and their refusal to give up their
faith, others were encouraged to remain steadfast in
their Catholic faith and Christianity was able to grow
deep and lasting roots in Vietnam.

Church Teaching Connection

“For the grandeur of his kingdom is not power as
defined by this world, but the love of God, a love
capable of encountering and healing all things.
Christ lowered himself to us out of this love, he lived
our human misery, he suffered the lowest point of
our human condition: injustice, betrayal, abandon-
ment; he experienced death, the tomb, hell. And so
our King went to the ends of the universe in order
to embrace and save every living being” (Pope-
Francis, Homily, November 20, 2016).

Hear the Word

Use this resource, a Lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation

Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke.

All: Glorytoyou, O Lord.

All make the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips,
and heart.

Luke 23:35-43

The rulers sneered at Jesus and said, “He saved oth-
ers, let him save himself if he is the chosen one, the



Christ of God.” Even the soldiers jeered at him. As
they approached to offer him wine they called out,
“If you are King of the Jews, save yourself.” Above
him there was an inscription that read, “This is the
King of the Jews.”

Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled
Jesus, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself
and us.” The other, however, rebuking him, said in
reply, “Have you no fear of God, for you are subject
to the same condemnation? And indeed, we have
been condemned justly, for the sentence we received
corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done
nothing criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember
me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied
to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with
me in Paradise.”

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word

When beginning the reflection and discussion about today’s
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week

and journaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin the
following reflection: '

Today’s celebration of the Solemnity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe seems very con-
tradictory to the events in today’s Gospel reading, in
which Jesus is on a cross, being mocked and scoffed
at, and dying with criminals. But throughout Luke’s
Gospel, we have learned from Jesus’ teachings that
there will be a great reversal from this life to our life
in the kingdom of God: the lowly shall be exalted,
the sinners shall have salvation, and the poor will
become rich. With this in mind, we should not be
surprised that this reading was chosen for today’s
celebration. The one who is crucified and mockingly
called a king is the true king. We are challenged by
today’s reading to redefine what it means to be a king
and our understanding of power and glory.

» Who do we view as powerful in our society?
What attributes do these powerful people have?
Are they similar in any way to Jesus?

The Jewish people had been waiting for centuries for
the restoration of their kingdom. They held firm to
the prophecy that a messiah would come from the
lineage of King David and reign over all of Israel, and
that Israel would be freed from all oppression and be
prosperous and just. Their vision of the future was
of what this world would look like when that came
to pass. Even though Jesus had consistently
described his kingdom as niot being of this earth and
a place where the lowly would be exalted, many
thought he would be the one to fulfill their earthly
expectations. They didn’t fully understand that he
must suffer and die in order to be glorified and to
fulfill God’s plan for the salvation of the world.

» What type of expectations do you place on
God? Do these align with the things we know
about God?

The confusion, pain, and sorrow the disciples must
have experienced at Jesus’ crucifixion and death was
alleviated when they saw the resurrected Jesus. It
was then that they began to understand, as we
do today, that Christ the King looks very different
from the king they had envisioned. Christ exercised
his power through mercy and compassion rather
than with force and political intrigue. Christ’s true
kingship is revealed through the glory of the cross
and resurrection.

Forgiveness and love are the crux of Christ’s
identity as king. He promises that all who act with
mercy and compassion will enter into his kingdom.
Just like the thief in the Gospel reading, we pray that
Jesus will remember us in his kingdom, where he
reigns forever and ever.

» What does Jesus' life and death teach us about
leadership today? How can we use this to become
better leaders in our classes, homes, teams, places
of work, and soon? -
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Wrapping It Up

Consider these points to conclude the discussion and
reflection. Integrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
during the discussion as well as the “Church Teaching
Connection” on page 70.

The kingdom of God is one of mercy and love.

The cross challenges us to redefine our under-
standing of power and glory.

Jesus welcomes us into his kingdom.

Act on the Word

Salvation History

For this activity, you will need a whiteboard and markers or
paper, pens, and tape. You will also need Bibles.

The Gospel readings from last week and this week
call our attention to the end of time, the eschaton,
when Christ will come again, and the kingdom of
God will reign. These readings offer us an opportu-
nity to reflect on salvation history—that is, the ways
in which God has worked in our world to draw us
closer to himself and to our eternal life in him.

As a large group, you will be creating a timeline
of salvation history. Draw a line on the board or on
several sheets of paper taped together. This will be
your timeline. You can use three primary divisions
to help shape your timeline: creation, redemption,
and the eschaton. At the beginning of the timeline,
write “Creation.” At the end of the timeline, write
“The Eschaton.” If the line represents years, ask the
young people where they would put redemption, that
is, Jesus’ life, and place that on the timeline.

As a group, begin to fill in the timeline. There
are countless ways that God interacts with human
beings to bring them closer to himself; you won’t be
able to list them all on the timeline, but you will be
able to highlight the major events. Using dots or
short perpendicular lines, mark out events the young
people wish to include on the timeline. Write next
to those marks what moments in time they repre-
sent. Have the young people use their Bibles to find
significant moments of God’s work in the world. For
example, any or all of the following people, moments,
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and events could be included in the Creation section:
Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, the Exodus, David,
and so on. In the Redemption section, include events
surrounding the incarnation of Jesus, like the birth
of John the Baptist, the annunciation, and Jesus’
birth, earthly ministry, death, and resurrection. Use
as many points and moments throughout salvation
history as the teens can find, with particular atten-
tion given to what they find to be most important.

When they have finished with their biblical points
on the timeline, ask the young people where they
fit into salvation history. Make sure those moments
(like when they were baptized, received their first
Communion, and so on) are included on the timeline.
Remind them that we are living in the light of Christ’s
resurrection, but we don’t know when the fullness of
the kingdom of God will occur. How do they want to
note what happens at the eschaton?

When the timeline is finished, invite the teens
to reflect on this history. What are the most import-
ant moments for them? How does it feel to be a part
of it?

Closing Prayer

O God, ruler of heaven and earth,

your Word became flesh

and dwelt among us, to show us the way
of justice and peace.

Grant us hearts to love you

and the will to serve you

so that, on that final day,
your Kingdom may be revealed
to all peoples.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

For Next Sunday

To help teens prepare for next Sunday’s Mass, print, email,
or share on a blog or social media the handout found on-
the next page. The JPG and PDF files are available at
www.ltp.org/lwgr. Encourage teens to attend Mass with
family or friends.



