LIVING THE WORD

R REFLECTION

In today’s reading, Jesus speaks directly to the real-

ity of the persecutions his followers would face. .

However, it also contains a profound call to trust in
God’s provision even in the face of opposition and
adversity. Jesus doesn’t promise his followers imme-
diate rewards or an easy path through this life. On
the contrary, he tells them that they will face terrify-
ing events and even persecution for their faith in
him but through it all, he will be with them.

Standing firm takes courage, especially when
the world around us may be hostile to our faith. The
call to endure is not a call to passive acceptance but
an invitation to persist with patience and unwaver-
ing trust in God. It’s a trust that transcends immedi-
ate circumstances and anchors itself in the eternal
promises of God.

Persecution often evokes fear and a natural
instinct to defend ourselves. Yet, Jesus redirects our
focus. He invites us to surrender the need for elabo-
rate defenses and instead trust in the Spirit's guid-
ance. In moments of persecution, the words we
need will be given to us: It's a reminder that, even
under pressure, God’s provision is abundant.
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b acrion

Research and learn about the contemporary perse-
cution of Christians worldwide. Look for reputable
sources, documentaries, and articles to gain a com-
prehensive understanding. Consider establishing a
routine of praying for persecuted Christians around
the world. Create a prayer list that includes specific
individuals, communities, or regions facing chal-
lenges because of their faith.

)@ Pope Francis’ prayer

intention for the month
“of March in 2024 was for
the martyrs of our day.
https://youtu.be/RJbGEOALLO

<+ What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life? -

4 How can your faith help you to endure challenges?

4 Are there specific challenges you are currently facing because of your faith?
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November 16, 2025
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY

IN ORDINARY TIME

LECTIONARY #159C
Malachi 3:19-20a
Psalm 98:5-6,7-8, 9

2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
Luke 21:5-19

Prepare for the Word

The following elements may be used by the catechist,
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today’s readings.

Leader’s Context

To better understand today’s reading, it is helpful to
know the context in which it was written. The
author, Luke, wrote this Gospel between Ap 80-90.
Ten years before, in AD 70, the temple in Jerusalem
was destroyed by the Roman army. While Luke was
writing this Gospel of Jesus foretelling the destruc-
tion of the temple, his Christian community already
knew this reality and were also experiencing some
persecutions for their faith. Though Jesus’ words
seem dire, his ultimate message is one of hope and
encouragement to all those facing tragedy: he will be
with them and will save them for eternal life. This
hope is at the heart of our Christian hope, and it is
an important message for the young people to hear
in today’s world.

FOCUS: True Christian hope resides in the
person of Jesus Christ.

Liturgical Calendar Connection

In his apostolic letter Misericordia et misera, which was
given at the end of the Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy in 2016, Pope Francis declared that the
Church would celebrate the World Day of the Poor
on the Thirty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time every
year. This occasion is an opportunity to reflect on
the way that Christ, who is ruler of all, cares for each
person, regardless of their social or economic status.
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His earthly ministry reflected his love and care for
those who were considered to be the least of all. As
baptized Christians, we are called to act as Christ
did, caring for all and seeing everyone through the
loving eyes of God.

Church Teaching Connection

“The Lord calls us to cooperate in the construction
of history, becoming, together with Him, peacemak-
ers and witnesses of hope in a future of salvation
and resurrection. Faith makes us walk with Jesus
on the very often tortuous roads of this world, in the
certainty that the power of His Spirit will bend
the forces of evil, subjecting them to the power of
God’s love. Love is superior, love is more powerful,
because it is God: God is love” (Pope Francis,
Angelus Message, November 17, 2019).

Hear the Word

Use this resource, a Lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed ona
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamafion

Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke.
All: Glory toyou, O Lord.

All make the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips,
and heart.

Luke 21:5-19

While some people were speaking about how the
temple was adorned with costly stones and votive
offerings, Jesus said, “All that you see here—the days
will come when there will not be left a stone upon
another stone that will not be thrown down.”



Then they asked him, “Teacher, when will this
happen? And what sign will there be when all these
things are about to happen?” He answered, “See that
you not be deceived, for many will come in my name,
saying, ‘l am he,” and “The time has come.” Do not
follow them! When you hear of wars and insurrec-
tions, do not be terrified; for such things must hap-
pen first, but it will not immediately be the end.”
Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will
be powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues from
place to place; and awesome sights and mighty signs
will come from the sky.

“Before all this happens, however, they will seize
and persecute you, they will hand you over to the
synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you
led before kings and governors because of my name.
It will lead to your giving testimony. Remember, you
are not to prepare your defense beforehand, for I
myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all
your adversaries will be powerless to resist or refute.
You will even be handed over by parents, brothers,
relatives, and friends, and they will put some of you
to death. You will be hated by all because of my
name, but not a hair on your head will be destroyed.
By your perseverance you will secure your lives.”

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word

When beginning the reflection and discussion about today’s
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week

and journaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin the
following reflection:

Often when tragedies strike, people respond to their
suffering in one of two ways: ultimately, their faith
in God is deepened, or they will eventually lose faith.
What can we do in the face of terrible things like
fires, earthquakes, senseless acts of violence, or war?
We seek answers that explain the suffering and pain
we experience. Even though they might question
God’s will in those moments, some people are

ultimately encouraged, uplifted, and renewed by
their faith in putting their trust in something greater
than themselves. Others eventually turn away from
God altogether, for various reasons, and turn to
other methods of coping.

Jesus paints a grim picture as he tells those lis-
tening that they will face disasters, wars, conflict,
and persecution. These things do not mean that the
world is coming to an end immediately, but he does
say that “such things must happen first.” He does
not use these things to scare his listeners but to
reassure them that he will be with them when they
are facing these trials. He also encourages them to
persevere. In the midst of their suffering and perse-
cution, even at the hands of their families, they will
not be alone because he will give them wisdom in
word and deed and keep them safe for eternal life.

» What are some struggles or tragedies that
young people might face in today’s world?

» How does popular culture (movies, songs, and
so on) describe and view the end of the world?

» Does it feel like the world is coming to an end?
Why or why not? ’

Most of our attention on our journey of discipleship
is focused on the present moment, on the how we
are called daily to follow Jesus faithfully. But the
eschaton, or the end of time, is also part of the
Christian journey and it is not something we should
ignore. An integral part of our Christian hope is that
we know that Christ will come again at the end of
time. At that time, God’s kingdom will reign, and we
will no longer face the struggles of this life and the
tragedies that we have all experienced. For this time
to come, things as we know them will end. And even
if it does not occur in our lifetime, we will all face an
end. Just as God brought this world and our lives
into existence, our world will come to an end. Jesus
tells us not to be afraid of these times, or to put our
faith in alarmists who seek to sway us from his
truth. We must remain steadfast and trust in God’s
abiding love and his promise to save us and bring us
into eternal life.

» What are some things we can do to help us
remember to trust in Jesus in the most difficult
times of our lives?
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» How can we help each other and be a comfort
to one another during hard times?

Jesus calls on all of us to trust in God’s mercy and
protection even in the most difficult of times. He
does not want us to lose faith! Jesus’ words are
meant to ease our fears and calm our spirits. Even
though we will all experience suffering, death, and
tragedy in our own ways in life, our eternal hope
remains in him.

Wrapping It Up

Consider these points to conclude the discussion and
reflection. Integrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
during the discussion as well as the “Church Teaching
Connection” on page 66.

There are many tragedies in the world today,
both at personal level and at a global level.

Jesus does not want us to lose faith in the
midst of our struggles.

Our hope always remains with Jesus.

Act on the Word

Sharing Good News

For this activity, you will need phones or computers,
newspapers or magazines, and paper and pens.

Oftentimes the news is filled with all the suffering
of the world: conflict, tragedies, death, and disasters.
It is hard, when reading, watching, or listening to
the news, to focus on the positive. As a large group,
go through the various news headlines and stories
from this past week. Discuss with the young people
which ones they thought were most concerning. Ask
them about their news consumption—do they reg-
ularly read or watch the news? How frequently do
they check the news in a day? How do they feel after
they have checked the news? Be sure to also discuss
ways in which the Church can respond to these trag-
edies, both on a global scale and at the local level.
After several minutes of discussion, share with
the young people that during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, many people tried to highlight what was good
in the midst of so much uncertainty and fear. People
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tried to encourage one another by sharing news sto-
ries of good things that were happening around the
world or ordinary things from their daily lives that
were positive. Tell the teens that they will be working
in small groups to create a short news segment that
only shares good news.

In groups of three to four people, have the teens
create a script for their own segment. Their content
will come from actual news stories, and they will be
the anchors reporting it and the people being inter-
viewed about it. Their segment should also include
something from the Gospels, the true Good News
of our faith. Give them time to practice performing
the script they've written. Their segment should be
about three to five minutes long.

When everyone is ready, have each group per-
form their news segment for the larger group. If it is
permissible, you may wish to bring the joy of this
good news to others by recording their skits and
sharing them with your larger parish community.
Once all the groups have performed, have a brief
discussion about how creating these skits helps the
young people focus on the goodness to be found in
this world. How does the Gospel’s Good News bring
you hope for the future? :

Closing Prayer

Faithful God,

you promise us eternal life.

Grant that we may always know

that you are at our side

when we speak out in your name.
May we be free from anxiety and fear
as we place our trust in you.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

For Next Sunday

To help teens prepare for next Sunday’s Mass, print, email,
or share on a blog or social media the handout found on
the next page. The JPG and PDF files are available at
www.ltp.org/lwgr. Encourage teens to attend Mass with
family or friends.



