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LIYING  THE  WORD
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in Ordinary Time
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Pay attention. Be alert. The world as we know it will
end. But when? Only God knows.

This  may sound  like  a tagline for the  latest
action thriller, but it's actually Jesus' message from
today's Gospel. In the thirteenth chapter of Mark,
Jesus describes the end of the age in graphic detail.
There will be wars and earthquakes, betrayal and
suffering the likes of which have never been seen
before. None of this sounds like Good News-but it
is  .  .  .  eventually.

It's no secret that pain engulfs our world today:
the pain of poverty, violence, discrimination, disas-
ters, and death. Injustices lurk around every corner.
God did not create the world this way, but human
sin  made it so. When the  kingdom finally comes,
only joy and peace will reign. The human family has
a lot of work to do before then. All the old ways of
being have to die to create room for new ones. And
death is always hard. How can we start preparing
for the  coming of God's  kingdom? What actions
need to die so that new life can break through? In
the end, the Son of Man will come in clouds of glory.
Christ's word will prevail. Will we be ready?

On a very practical level, it's hard to stay awake, be
alert, and be prepared when our bodies are tired
and worn down. Commit to getting a full eight hours
of sleep every night this week. That may mean start-
ing your homework earlier than usual or telling your
friends you won't be available to talk past 9:00 pM.
After a week of practicing healthy sleep habits,
reflect on any changes you notice in your daily activ-
ities or focus.

oSse£STH®RES
+  What do today's readings teach you about the Christian life?
+  How can you start prepering for the coming of God's kingdom?
+  What actions need to die so new life can break through?
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LECTIONARY #1588
Daniel 12:1-3
Psalm 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11
Hebrews 10:11-14, 18
Mark 13:24-32

Prepare for the Word
The following elements may be used by the catechist,
teacher, or youth min.Ister to prepare to facilitate today's
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today's read.in8s.

Leader's Context
Today's reading uses a rather apocalyptic tone; ear-
lier in this chapter of Mark, Jesus quotes the prophet
Daniel as he cryptically predicts the end times. How~
ever, Jesus reminds us that it is not a tragic end, despite
the terrible things that might happen. His use of the
fig tree imagery is hopeful and fitting. The fig, tree cap
be seen as a sign of the life of God's kingdom when it
blooms. ForJesus, there are seasons befitting the comr
ingofthekingdomofGod,andthejobofthedisciples
is to be ready when it comes. Jesus has prepared us for
this event through his teachings on discipleship.

QFOCuS:Weshou/dopenourse`vestoal`ow
God to work within us in his own time.

Liturgical Calendar Connection
This week the Church celebrates two saints who
were both rulers and strong examples of Christian
charity. On November 16, we remember St. Margaret
of Scotland, who lived in the eleventh century. She
was queen of Scotland, and she and her husband,
King Malcom Ill, had eight children.  In additional
to familial and political responsibilities, Margaret
worked to reform liturgical practices,` provide food
for the poor, and offer hospitality to pilgrims.  On
November 17, the Church remembers St. Elizabeth
of Hungary. She was also a queen and mother. She
lived in the thirteenth century and offered care and
hospitality to the poor and sick. After her husband
died, Elizabeth followed the life of the Franciscans
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by becoming part of their .secular religious order,
living simply and. serving people in need.

Church Teaching Connection
Jesus tells us in today's Gospel that no one knows
when the end of time will occur. Those who have
been faithful and have trusted in the L`ord will be
taken up  into heaven,  and all of creation will be
restored to what it was before sin entered the world.
Despite not knowing when Christ will come again,
the Church teaches us to have hope in that day and
to work toward the fullness of the kingdom of God.
We are called to follow Christ's example, grounding
all of our actions in our love of God (see C¢Ziech8.s" a/
the Catholic Charch,1042-10SO).

Hear the Word
use this resource, a lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where
theGosp=Iwillbepr-oclaimed.Gestureforteenstostand.

Gospel Acclamation
Use the same mus.ical setting that is used `in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Mark 13:24-32

Reader:   A reading from the holyGospel
according to Mark.

All:   Glorytoyou, O Lord.

AIImakethesignofthecrossontheirforehead,lips,
and heart.

Jesus said to his disciples: "In those days a'fter that
tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from
the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

"And then they will see `the Son of Man coming

in the clouds' with great power and glory, and then
he will send out the angels and gather his elect from
the four winds, from the end of the earth to the end
of the sky.



"Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branch

becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that
summer is near. In the same way, when you see these
things happening, know that he is near, at the gates.
Amen, I say to you, this generation will not pass away
until all these things have taken place.  Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

"But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither

the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father."

Reader:   The Gospel of the Lord.

All:   Praise toyou, Lord Jesus christ.

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word
When beginning the reflection and discussion about today's
readings,firstrefertothehandoutfortoday.Askteens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
disciplesh.lp from performing the action for the week
andjournaling.Askteensaboutthereadingsoftheday:
Whatstruckthem?Whatdotheythinkthereadingsmean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin the
following reflection:

Kairos time is Christ's time. It's the kind of time that

you can't measure or plan for, but that one might
feel -----. an appointed time or a due season. In our litur-

gical year, you can tell by the readings that it is time
for a new year and for the season of Advent, when we
reflect on the coming Of Christ. Our Gospel today is
all about the coming of Christ~not at Christmas, but
at the end of time. You might be familiar with some
of the terms used for this notion about the end of
time;  some  include  the apocalypse,  the  eschaton,
Parousia, or the Second Coming of Christ.

> When has an event or an opportunity felt
"right" to you for reasons beyond explanation?

Describe what exactly this felt like.

We have heard about the kingdom of God over the

past several months,  as Jesus taught his disciples
about the way their actions would bring them closer
to that kingdom.  Today we hear that we will not
know when the day will come when the kingdom of
God will be upon us and the end of time will occur.
All of Jesus' teachings have been shown us how to
be prepared for that day, whenever it may come.
Jesus' image of the fig tree presents two key insights

into becoming more aware of this time: first, like the
turning of the seasons, there will be signs before this
time; second, while earthly things will pass away,
God's Word will remain.

> How can we prepare for Christ's coming? What
do we need to do, both communally and individu-
ally, to be ready?

While signs of the apocalypse are often scary and
sound dangerous  (you may want to read some of
these images as they are found in Mark 13:1-23), the
fig tree offers a softer image: leaves sprouting and col~
ors turning. If we think of the end times as bringing
about God's  kingdom,  this  creation~based  image
makes sense. God's kingdom, as theJesus reminds us
through the Gospel, is one of justice, peace, charity,
and love. It is a dynamic, living kingdom, not a static
kingdom of frozen perfection.

> Imagine God's kingdom. What would life in
God's kingdom feel like? What would it mean to
the rich and the poor?

> What Scripture stories come to mind when you
imagine God's kingdom?

Jesus' teachings and actions reflected the kingdom
of God-healing the sick, comforting those who
mourn, putting God's love into action. However, we
live a world that has fallen away from God. Jesus' life

gives us a glimpse of what is to come. It's difficult to
imagine what exactly Jesus means by his final words
in this Gospel reading about not knowing the hour
when this will happen, but perhaps the broader pic-
ture is more important.

God urges us to prepare for kairos time, paying
attention to the ways that God surpasses the limits
of our chronos  (measurable)  time.  For example,
maybe you have experienced what some artists call

¢ozo, where time slips away as you are immersed in
writing, creating, or music~making. As we prepare
for the coming of God's kingdom, our experiences
of this flow in our faith life bring us closer to true
kairos time in chronos time.

> Have you ever felt this flow in your daily actions?
How about in your prayer life or during Mass?
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Wrapping lt Up
Consider these po.Ints to conclude the discussion and
reflection. I ntegrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
during the discussion as well as the "Church Teach.Ing
Connection" on page €2.

We experience moments of kairos time in our
daily lives; awareness is our challenge. .

Consider what God's kingdom will look like
and how your actions flt into it.

We do not know when Christ will come again,
but we know how to prepare for it based on
Jesus' teaching.

Act on the Word
The End of Times in Art
For this activity, you will need art supplies and
drawing paper.

Today's Gospel contains some stark imagery about
end of the world. Have the teens create two images:
one of classic secular images of the end times, and
one image that is based on this reading. The young

people can work in small groups or individually. If
available, you can also look up appropriate artwork
that illustrates this time to spark teens' creativity.

Once the groups or individuals have finished cre~
ating their images, have them share those images with
other groups or other people. As they are sharing
their work, have the young people discuss any deeper
truths that their images might point to. For exampl`e,
the fig tree is a gentle image. This could suggest that
the end of time will not involve a God of punishment,
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but rather a gentle God. Some depictions of the end
times are dark while others include explosions and
light; this could depict the difference between mystery
or darkness and illumination or revelation.

Finally, have all of the young people discuss how
this  artistic  reflection,  along with today's  Gospel
reflection, help them to better understand the end of
the world in relation to God's time (kairos) and pres~
ence in our daily lives. How does this affect the way
they will choose to live?

Closing Prayer
Heavenly Father,

you are God etemally, without beginning or end.
As we approach the end of this liturgical year,

grant that we may renew our expectafron
of your Son's coming in glory,

and prepare ourselves to enter into your
eternal moment.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and re.Igns with you in the unity

of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

For Next Sunday
To help teens prepare for next Sunday's Mass, print, email,
orshareonab/ogorsoci.a)medjathehandoutfoundon
thenextpage.TheJPGandPDFfllesareavailableatwww
.Itp.org/Iwgr. Encourage teens to attend Mass with family
or fr.lends.


