R REFLECTION

The temple in Jerusalem was the spiritual center of
Judaism; it was a place where ordinary people could
go to encounter God’s presence and seek a close-
ness with him. Many people made long journeys to
visit the temple-and, as we hear in today’s Gospel
reading, a thriving market had developed in its
courtyard to sell animals for sacrifice and exchange
money from pilgrims. Instead of a quiet and sacred
atmosphere, Jesus found a noisy marketplace, full of
buying and selling.

Christ’s reaction can prompt us to ask what
tables we need to overturn in the sacred space of
our relationship with God—are there habits, atti-
tudes, or priorities that distract us from spending
uninterrupted time with God? Today’s Gospel can
be an invitation to identify and surrender the
worldly distractions that compromise our inner
sanctuaries. Even in times of disruption, when old
habits and distractions arise again, we can be confi-
dent that God has plans for our restoration and
transformation, just as Jesus rose to life after con-
quering death. o

O QUESTIONS

LIVING THE WORD

Feast of the Dedication
of the Lateran Basilica
November 9, 2025

b acrion

This week, try fasting from some of the sources of
noise and distraction in your life to make room for
more silence and moments of contemplation or
community. Consider putting your phone in another
room during your fp\rayer'timekto make your conver-
sation with God more focused. You could also take a
break from social media for a day. If there are many
people in your home, you could take a brief walk and
pray during that time. Find something that’
addresses your own distractions and helps you draw
closer to God. ’ '

“We need to ﬁnd:God, and L
he cannot be found in noise = -
and restlessness, God isthe

friend of silence.” @
,  —St. Mother Teresa

<+ What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life?

<+ What are some sources of distraction in your life?

< Churches are sacred spaces where we can encounter God without many distrac-
tions. Are there other sacred spaces in your life where you feel God’s presence?
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November 9, 2025
FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF

THE LATERAN BASILICA

LECTIONARY #671
Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12
Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6,8-9

1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17
John 2:13-22

Prepare for the Word

The following elements may be used by the catechist,
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today’s readings.

Leader’s Context

Today’s feast celebrates the dedication of one church
building, the basilica of St. John Lateran, but it is
more than that; it celebrates our identity as one
Church united with the pope. Today’s Gospel read-
ing draws our attention to the way we ourselves are
dedicated to Christ and so should live holy lives that
give witness to this. Jesus’ cleansing of the temple
from unholy things reminds us that church build-
ings are holy places and should be treated as such.
His words about the temple being destroyed and
then raised up point to his death and resurrection
and remind us of the way we ourselves are temples
of the Holy Spirit. This is our identity as Church.

FOCUS: We are living temples of the Holy
Spirit and members of the Body of Christ.

Liturgical Calendar Connection

Today we celebrate the dedication of the Lateran
Basilica, the cathedral church of the bishop of Rome
(the pope). The Laterani family owned the lands on
which the church now sits, but their property was
seized by the Roman authorities and eventually
passed to the emperor Constantine in the fourth
century. He donated these lands to the Church. It
was first dedicated to Christ the Savior, and then
over the centuries was also dedicated to St. John the
Baptist and St. John the Evangelist. Today, it is
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commonly known as the Basilica of St. John Lateran.
The design and structure of the church as we know
it today was commissioned in 1646. The Lateran
palace that was adjacent to the basilica used to be the
residence for popes, but they now reside in Vatican
City, a few miles from the basilica. Nevertheless,
St. John Lateran is still considered to be the pope’s
cathedral as the bishop of Rome. This church is a.
symbol of Catholic unity under the leadership of the
pope; this is why its dedication is celebrated by the
whole Church.

Church Téaching Connection

“We are the living stones of God’s building, pro-
foundly united to Christ who is the keystone and
also the one that sustains us. What does this mean?
It means that we are the temple, we are the living
Church, the living temple, and with us when we are
together is also the Holy Spirit, who helps us to grow
as Church. We are not alone, for we are the People
of God: this is the Church!” (Pope Francis, General
Audience, June 26, 2013).

Hear the Word

Use this resource, a Lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation

Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel John 2:13-22

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John.
All: Glory toyou, O Lord.

All make the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips,
and heart.



Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went
up to Jerusalem. He found in the temple area those
who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the money-
changers seated there. He made a whip out of cords
and drove them all out of the temple area, with the
sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the mon-
ey-changers and overturned their tables, and to
those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of
here, and stop making my Father’s house a market-
place.” His disciples recalled the words of Scripture,
Zeal for your house will consume me. At this the Jews
answered and said to him, “What sign can you show
us for doing this?” Jesus answered and said to them,
“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it
up.” The Jews said, “This temple has been under
~ construction for forty-six years, and you will raise it
up in three days?” But he was speaking about the
temple of his Body. Therefore, when he was raised
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had
said this, and they came to believe the Scripture and
the word Jesus had spoken.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word

When beginning the reflection and discussion about today’s
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week

and journaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin the
following reflection:

During Jesus’ time, the temple in Jerusalem was the
central place for worship in the Jewish tradition.
It was a sacred space where God’s presence was.
As such, Jews would travel from all over to worship
at the temple, especially for important feasts, like
Passover. The temple was a holy place.

» What makes something holy?

» What types of Catholic church buildings have
you visited (other parishes, chapels, cathedrals,
basilicas, and so on)? What were those experi-
ences like? Did you find the buildings to be holy
places? What made them holy?

When Jesus arrived at the temple for Passover, he
saw that parts of it were being used as a marketplace
for all the pilgrims who were coming to Jerusalem to
worship. The pilgrims would have needed things to
offer as a sacrifice in the temple and so an area of
commerce was created. In response to this use of
sacred space, Jesus drove out of the temple area the
money changers, buyers, and sellers with a whip.
They were not acting as if this was a holy place.
Instead, they were using God’s house for financial
gain and profit.

When asked why he drove everyone out, Jesus
used the idea of the temple as a metaphor for him-
self. He is the place of encounter between human
beings and God. He foretells his own death and res-
urrection as he mentions the temple being destroyed
and then raised up in three days. His mortal life was
destroyed by death, but he was raised on the third
day. He is the Risen Christ. Along with the disciples,
we too can look back on Jesus’ words at this moment
and see them more clearly through the lens of the
resurrection.

» What are some different ways that we encoun-
ter the presence of Christ during Mass? In what
ways do we encounter him outside of church?

» How are you changed by your encounters
with Christ?

When we encounter Christ in the sacraments, we
are transformed by God’s grace to become more like
him. Through baptism, we have received new life in
God and become members of the Body of Christ.
Jesus” words in today’s Gospel remind us that our
bodies are living temples of the Holy Spirit. We are
the living Church, the Body of Christ in the world
that carries out Christ’s mission to share the good
news of salvation. We are holy because we are God’s .
creation and have been transformed by his grace in
our lives. When we live faithfully and place our trust
in God, we are better able to reflect his presence to
the world so that others may encounter him.
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Wrapping It Up

Consider these points to conclude the discussion and
reflection. Integrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
during the discussion as well as the “Church Teaching
Connection” on page 62.

Our holy places are spaces in which we gather
to encounter God's holy presence and to be
with one another as the Body of Christ.

It is through Christ himself that we encounter
God.

We are living members of the Body of Christ
and are dedicated to God.

Act on the Word

Holy Spaces

For this activity, you will need a phone or computer to play
the following songs, copies of the lyrics of “Holy Ground” by
Christopher Beatty and “Big House” by Audio Adrenaline,
drawing paper, and colored pencils.

Share with the teens that today’s activity will help
them explore the way that we can worship, pray, and
praise God in any space, for it is the people of God
who are holy, not just a particular building or place.
To begin, pass out copies of the lyrics to “Holy
Ground” by Christopher Beatty. Have the teens
stand in a circle and ask them to settle themselves
for a time of prayer. Play the song and invite the
young people to sing along.

When the song is finished, let the teens sit down
and ask them to share what the song means to them
in light of today’s Gospel and reflection. Then ask
them to describe where they feel most comfortable
praying. Is it in church? In their rooms? Outside?
What is it about these places that give them com-
fort? Where is God in these spaces? Where do they
feel most comfortable expressing their identity as
God’s holy people? ’
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Remind the teens that where they are is holy
because they are part of the living Body of Christ.
Our church buildings are sacred spaces that we ded-
icate to God and are places in which we can gather
as a community to worship God. But our times of
praying and praising God do not need to be limited
by our location. Throughout his ministry, Jesus
encouraged his followers to pray at all times.

Next, have the teens stand again in a circle and
quiet themselves for a time of prayer. This time, pass
out the lyrics to “Big House” by Audio Adrenaline,
and play the song for the teens, inviting them to sing
along. Then have everyone sit down and reflect
together about how this song made them feel. How
does it speak to us about the places in which we can
find God? Where is God’s house?

Finally, pass out drawing paper and colored pen-
cils. Ask the teens to draw the place where they feel
most comfortable worshiping God. This can be one
place, or many places. If they have a hard time with
this, suggest to them that they draw the ideal place
where they believe they can praise God most freely.

Closing Prayer

O God,

you build in us a firm foundation of love.
Guide your people to be holy temples

so that they might be a living witness

to justice and peace.

May we continue to grow

in your ways and radiate your love.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

For Next Sunday

To help teens prepare for next Sunday’s Mass, print, email,
or share on a blog or social media the handout found on
the next page. The JPG and PDF files are available at
www.ltp.org/Iwgr. Encourage teens to attend Mass with
family or friends.



