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LIVING  THE  WORD

Twenty-Ninth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
October 17, 2021
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Have you  ever gotten sucked  into the chase for
glory, like James and John in today's Gospel? lf so,
you're not alone. We  live in a society that values
achievement. The messages say: strive for higher
SAT scores, a better GPA, or the top-ranked team.
Consider what happens when "more" and "better"
drive our days, specifically when it comes to mental
health. More teens suffer from anxiety or depres-
sion today than ever before, a direct result of the
incredible pressure to be more and do better. This is
not the way to live, Jesus says. Instead, Christ says
be yourself;  no more and no less. Use your God-

given gifts. Push yourself to grow, for the right rea-
sons. Greatness for greatness' own sake breeds an
unhealthy ego. But growing for the sake of contrib-
uting to the community and building up the common

good is encouraged.
Sometimes  that growth  leads  us to  painful

places. Jesus grew in his call to serve others and
ended up nailed to a cross. As we develop our own

gifts, we come to realize that we need to share them
withthoseonthemargins.Weneedtostepoutofour
comfort zone sometimes to continue growing in our
discipleship to serve others, and not be self-serving.

Consider what messages your parents, teachers, or
coaches send to you about achievement. Is the focus
always on "more" and "better"? lf so, have a conver-
sation with them about today's Gospel message.
Brainstorm together ways that you cah use your
gifts to contribute to the commJnity, recognizing
these ways will likely be different than your siblings
or classmates.
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+  What do today's readings teach you about the Christian life?
+  What messages about success do you receive from the adults in your life?
+  What would it be like to live in "last place" as Jesus talks about it?
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October 17, 2021

TWENTY-NINTHSUNDAY
INORDINARYTIME

LECTIONARY #1468
Isaiah 53:10-11

Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22
Hebrews 4:14-16
Mark 10:35-45 or 10:42-45

Prepare for the Word
The following elements may be used by the catechist,
tea:her,orviuthmihisteriopreparetofacilitatetoday's
session with teens. You may integrate this informati.on
jnto`therefJecti.onanddjscussi.onontoddy'srcadjngs.

Leader's Context
Today's  Gospel reading falls  within  a section  of
Mark's Gospel that depicts Jesus repeatedly revealing
his eventual suffering and death, which the disciples
repeatedly fail to understand.  In these few verses,
Jesus challenges the' political conventions of author~
ity at the time, where those who lead rule over oth~
ers.  Disciples who follow the way of Christ rpust
tu.fn this method of leadership on its head. Jesus was
the true model of leadership~leading by love and
serving others. Christians are to be servant leaders,
as Jesus was.

Q%Eeur:;;:.hrjstjansareca,,edtoservant

Liturgical Calendar Connection
Today is the twenty~ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time.
After this week, there are only five Sundays left in
Ordinary Time. When Ordinary Time is complete,
we will enter into the season of Advent. Spend a few
minutes  reflecting  on  how  this  long  stretch  pf
Ordinary Time over the summer and the fall has

given us Gospel readings that prepare us to live as
disciples and follow Christ in all circumstances.

46             ORDINARY TIME DURING FALL

Church Teaching Connection
In the Nicene Creed, we profess our faith that the
salvation Jesus freely offers to all people was made

possible by Jesus' life, death, resurrection, and ascen~
sion (his paschal mystery). We see evidence of this
throughout Scripture, especially in the statements
Jesus makes in today's Gospel. Jesus' gift of self is a
model of servant leadership and flows from God's love
for us (see Catechism Of the-Cchchc Charch, 59S-€Z3).

Hear the Word
use this resource, a lect.Ionary. or a Bible to proclaim the
read.Ing. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectem. If possible,light a candle that is placed near where
theGospelwillbeproclaimed.Gestureforteenstostand.

Gospel Acclamation
Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Mark 10..42-45

Reader:   A reading from the holyGospel
according to Mark.

All:   Glorytoyou, O Lord.

All make the s.Ign of the cross on their forehead, lips,
and heart.

Jesus summoned the Twelve and said to them, "You
know that those who are recognized as rulers over
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their,great ones
make their authority over them feit. But it shall not
be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great
among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to
be first among you will be the slave of all.  For the
Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve
and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.

All:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus christ.

Everyone may be seated.



Reflect on the Word
When beginning the reflection and discussion about today's
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christ.lan
discipleship from performing the action for the week
and journaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin the
followingreflection:

> When have you thought of God as a king?
Where do you think this 'image falls short?

Jesus presents quite a different model of leadership
than we are used to-it is not something to be lorded
over people or a tool that is used to control them.
Rather, God's power and leadership is something
that rises up and reaches out, inviting people to fol~
low him. Jesus shocks his apostles with this. message
of radical gift, an outpouring of self that culminates
in his death and resurrection. He serves other, even
to his death.

> What are some real-world examples of leaders
using their power to influence others? These can
be historical or current examples.

> Why does Jesus warn against this use of power?

Not only is Jesus' leadership rooted in self~gift and
service, but these are the attributes expected from
Christian disciples. As we are surrounded by hier-
archical, top~heavy models of leadership in the mod-
ern world (from governments to churches to schools),
it can be a. challenge to even imagine what this differ~
ent, radical type of leadership and power could even
look like. There is also a fear that if you handle power
in a soft, gentle way, others will walk all over you. A
leader who serves is incredibly counter-cultural.

> Have you ever experienced the kind of self-giv-
ing leader described in today's Gospel? How did
others respond to his/her leadership?

> Consider your own leadership style. When you
have a group project at school, is it challenging or
somewhat easy for you to take charge the a group?

> What are other examples of times when you
might be put in charge of something? How does
leadership work in those instances?

The foundation of servant leadership is that the leader
serves others out of love and respect for them. This
is why Jesus lived and died the way he did. All of
Jesus' actions were done out of love for us. Following
in Jesus' footsteps, Christians are called act out of
love for others and acknowledge the worth of every

person because we are made in the image and like~
ness of God.

> What images or adjectives come to mind when
you hear the phrase "servant leadership"?

Not everyone is called to give up their life for another

person, but all Christians are called to share the gifts
they have been given to help others. We should reflect
on the gifts we have to offer and consider how sharing
these gifts will address the needs of`one's community,
family, or friends.' Leading through service and an
outpouring of love should, in`the end, give more to all
than take anything away. This type of leadership and
this type of love nourish our souls and enrich our
community.

Wrapping lt Up
Consider these points to conclude the discussion and
reflection. Integrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
during the discussion as well as the "Church Teaching
Connection" on page 46.

Christian disciples are called to overturn
the power-driven models of leadership and
remain rooted in service.

Service to others means sharing our gifts
to fill the deepest needs of the community.

Jesus leads out of charity and love; we
must mirror that love as the Body of Christ
in the world.
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Act on the Word
Acting as Servant Leaders
Divide the teens into small groups. Each group is to
create and then present a short, silent skit. Theirjob
is to show silently and just through their acting what
the kind of leadership and power structure described
in today's Gospel would`look like.  Give the young

people enough time to discuss their ideas and create
the skit. If the young people need suggestions, some
ideas include

# Gather in a circle and bow, one at a time, to
one another.

st  Form a line facing the audience. .Show one or two
students falling down, but the others on either
side of them helping them back up.

#  Gather in a circle with person in the middle. The

person in the middle shows ongoing giving, acts
of service, etc., while those on t.he outside of the
circle begin to imitate the behavior.

#  Present a power-driven model of leadership
and have one or two people help to correct
the behavior to be more in line with servant
leadership.

Then allow each group to present their skit. After all
the skits  have  been presented,  discuss  the whole

group's reactions. Some things to consider in your
discussions include:
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*  Did each group capture servant leadership and
a power that is born out of love for others?

#  How can the young people help to promote
this type of leadership in their communities?

*  Finally, discuss what would need to happen for
worldwide leadership to operate in this way?

Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus,

you did not regard divinity as something
to cling to'

but emptied yourself to become a servant.
May your example teach us
how God values those who serve others,
and never to fear humility.

You live and reign with God the Father in

the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

For Next Sunday
To help teens prepare for next sunday's Mass, print, email,
or share on a blog or social media the handout found on
the next page. The JPG and PDF files are aviailable at www
.Itp.org/Iwgr. Encourage teens to attend Mass with family
or friends.


