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LIVING  THE WORD

Twenty-Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
September 12, 2021

7.fi€Tgenas
"Who do you say that I am?" (Mark 8:29). Scripture

and the Christian tradition are filled with answers to
this question. Jesus is Son of God, Son of Mary, the
Word  made flesh,  Light  of the  world,  Prince of

peace -and we could go on. These descriptions give
us images of Jesus, but none capture his fullness.
Jesus Christ is beyond all  understanding and still
somehow desires to be in relationship with each of
us. That's  part of the  mystery. The all-powerful,
ever-living Son of God actually wants to know how

you and I answer this question: Who do you say that
Jesus is? Jesus cares what we think.

A good way to know Jesus is as a friend. He lis-
tens. He's loyal. You feel loved when you spend time
together in prayer or service. Today's Gospel chal-
lenges us to know Jesus in a more uncomfortable
way: as a human being who will face suffering, rejec-
tion, and a painful death. Jesus is also the Crucified
One. To follow him, Jesus says we must take up our
cross. This, too, is part of Jesus' story, and because
he is your God  and your friend, it is part of your
story as well.

Carve out some intentional time to reflect on Jesus'
question ``Who do you say that I am?" So often, we
are the ones asking questions or making requests
of Jesus in prayer. This week's Gospel gives us an
opportunity to return the favor. Start by making a
list Of all the images you know of Jesus. Then con-
sider which ones are most meaningful to you today.
Also consider if there are there any images of Jesus
you shy away from. Why?

®Sse£§TH®RES
+  What do today's readings teach you about the Christian life?
+  How do you proclaim who Jesus is to your friends and family?
+  What cross will you t:ke up to follow Christ this week?
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September 12, 2021

TWENTY-FOURTHSUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

LECTIONARY #1318
Isaiah 50:5-9a

Psalm 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
James 2:14-18
Mark 8:27-35

Prepare for the Word
Thefollowingelementsmaybeusedbythecatechist,
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to faci.Ji.tote fodey's
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today`s readihgs.

Leader's Context
This week lets us take an in-depth loc;k at Peter, who
became the leader of the early Church. We tend to

put Peter and all of his successors  (the popes)  on
pedestals. But this week's Gospel reminds us that no
disciple of Christ is perfec,t. As we reflect on Peter's
own blunders, it give; us the opportunity to loo`k at
our own discipleship with a little charity. When we
are able to recognize that Peter, with his statements
of faith and moments of doubt and confusion, was
able to become the lead€r of the early Church, then
we hopefully can recognize how our faith can form
us for great purpose. Part of our challenge is learning
to put our trust in Jesus. Through our faith in Christ,
we are able to succeed in our mission of spreading the
Good News.

QFm°a:eu:;s£;'k::i.:Stuns:,:'.;:,:.tp::.:'uer:eeny.Peter!

Liturgical Calendar Connection
On September 14, the Church celebrates the Feast of
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. This feast highlights
the importance of the cross as a symbol of our>faith.
It is a symbol of both life and death. Although the
cross originated as a symbol of pain and humiliation
(the Roman's used it as a form of capital punishment),
Christ rewrote its meaning by rising from his death
on a  cross.  For Christians,  it  is  now a symbol  of
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redemption and victory, and of our eternal salvation.
We now use the cross in all rituals of our faith; we bless
ourselves with the sign of the cross, we mark those
receiving certain sacraments with the shape of a cross,
we have crucifixes and crosses in our churches an.d
home. It is a sign Of hope.

Church Teaching Connection
"Although martyrdom represents the high point of

the witness to moral truth, and one to which rela-
tively few people are called, there is nonetheless a
consistent witness which all Christians must daily be
ready to make, even at the cc>st of suffering and grave
sacrifice. Indeed, faced with the many difficulties
which fidelity to the moral order can demand, even
in the most ordinary circumstances, the Christian is
called, with the grace of God invoked in prayer, to a
sometimes heroic commitment" (Ve7?.ftzds splendor, 93).

Hear the Word
Use this resource, a lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectem. If possible, I.ight a candle that is placed near where
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation
use the same mus.Ical setting that is used in your parish or
at schoo/ Masses. Teens may he/p with music and proc/ai.in
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

GOspel                                                             Mark 8..27-35

Reader:   A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Mark.

All:   Glorytoyou, O Lord.

AII make the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips,
and heart.

Jesus  and  his  disciples  set out for the villages  of
Caesarea Philippi. Along the way he asked his disci-

ples, "Who do people say that I am?" They said in
reply, "John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others one



of the prophets." And he asked them, "But who do

you say that I am?" Peter said to him in reply, "You
are the Christ." Then he warned them not to tell any-
one about him.

He began to teach them that the Son of Man
must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise
after three days. He spoke this openly. Then Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him. At this he
turned around and, looking at his disciples, rebuked
Peter and  said,  "Get  behind  me,  Satan.  You  are
thinking not as God does, but as human beings do."

He summoned the crowd with his disciples and
said to them, "Whoever wishes to come after me
must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the

gospel will save it."

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.

All:   Praise toyou, Lord Jesus christ.

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word
When beginning the reflection and discussion about today's
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they leamed about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week
and journaling, Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own livest Then begin the
following reflection:

This Gospel gives us some great insights into Peter,
the leader of the apostles, and what his successes and
failures as a disciple of Christ mean for us. Peter was
not a well-educated man;  like several of the other
apostles, he was a fisherman before following Jesus.
The name that Jesus gave him, Peter (from the word

pez7i4s), meant rock. Yes, that name indicates Peter was
a foundation of support for the other disciples, but we
can also understand it to suggest that Peter was a bit
rough around the edges.

In this reading, we get to see both the depth of
Peter's faith as well as his failure to fully understand
Jesus. In the first part of the reading, Peter identifies
Jesus as the Christ. Only a few sentences later, when
Jesus is saying that he will suffer and die, Peter pro~
tests. He was likely not the only follower to react as

he did-all of Jesus' disciples were looking for a savior
who would save them from pain and suffering. And
here was Jesus, telling them that he himself would
have to suffer, and that the path of following him
would mean giving up their own lives.

> Imagine yourself as one of Jesus' followers.
If somebody who could work miracles came
to you and asked you to be one of his followers,
would you?

> What would you think was in store for you as
you follow him around the countryside?

Jesus performed many miracles of healing, curing
people of illness and raising people'from the dead. If
we only look at this part ofJesus' actions, it comes as

quite a shock that someone who could heal like this
would then suffer and die such a terrible death. But
when we listen to Jesus' teachings, we see that even
from the beginning of his ministry, he knew where
his journey would end. As he continues his public
ministry, he becomes more explicit about where this

path will lead. In today's Gospel, we hear him saying
that he will suffer, be rejected, and be killed.  How
would that be possible, with all of his power?

> How would you react to Jesus saying this, after
giving up so much to follow him as the disciples did?

Peter and the other disciples didn't always get every~
thing right. They experienced doubts, and they strug~

gled with many of Jesus' teachings. They wanted to
believe that he was invincible, and that he would keep
them safe from harm. But this is not ,the reality of life.
We struggle, we sin, we are faced unexpected sorrow;
in the midst of all of those things, Jesus is still the
Son of God, the Christ who was sent to offer us eter~
nal salvation.

It might be comforting to know that even Jesus'
closest followers were not always perfect disciples.
Peter may have made mistakes, but he still became
the first bishop of Rome and the leader of the early
Christian Church. He persevered through his strug~

gles and relied on Jesus as his strength.

> Think about your own faith journey. What
teachings, what questions cause you to struggle
with your belief?

ORDINARY TIME DURING FALL.                    27



> What would help you be like Peter? What would
help you keep trying to figure things out, even
when you have trouble with your faith?

Wrapping lt Up
Considerthese points to conclude the discussion and
reflection. Integrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
duringthediscussionaswellasthe"ChurchTeaching
Connection" on page 26.

Peter's faith was strong enough for him to
recognize that Jesus was more than just a
prophet or miracle worker. At the same tl.me,
Peter struggled with his faith at different
times throughout Jesus' ministry.

Jesus' life, death, and resurrection is the way
through whieh we are offered eternal salvation.

Act on the Word
Praying Like Peter
For this activity, you will need pens and either journals
orpaber.

Divide the young people into small groups Of three for
four. Begin the activity by reminding them of Peter's
characteristics that were seen in today's Gospel-he
is both full of faith and full of questions. Throughotit
the Gospel texts, we see that Peter is very direct and
approaches things with whole~hearted excitement.
Invite the young people to reflect upon Peter's faith by
discussing these questions:

* What other Gospel stories do you know
about Peter?

£ What do Peter's statements in today's Gospel
tell you about him as an individual?
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#  How might these qualities have helped Peter in
his faith journey and in his role as leader of the
early Church.

Then, have the teens reflect individually on what they
have learned about Peter and how this might help
them in their faith life. They canjournal or write their
thoughts on a piece of paper. Encourage them to con~
sider the following:

#  How do you respond to Jesus' call to follow him?

99 Who do you say that Jesus is?

* Think about your own doubts or questions. If

you were having a face to face conversation with
Jesus right now, in this day and age, what would

you ask to him?

Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus,

you entered the world to be a servant to all.
Help us to learn the lesson of

your se/f-emptying,
and never to shrink from the power

of thecross.    \

Who live and reign with the Father in the

unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

For Next Sunday
To help teens prepare for next Sunday's Mass, print, email,
or share on a blog or social media the handout found on
the next page. The JPG and PDF files are available at www
.lip.org/lwgr.EncourageteenstoattendMassw.Ithfamily
or friends.


