LIVING THE WORD

R REFLECTION

Today’s parables describe what the kingdom of
heaven is like. We should always honor the kingdom
as a treasure and something of great value. In doing
so, we allow it to become our priority in life, having
all our actions lead us to that kingdom.

As we value and live for the kingdom, God val-
ues and lives for us. God seeks us out and sells
everything for us—that is what the whole life of
Jesus is about! And, like the fishermen sorting
through the fish, God knows what he is looking for:
he’s looking for you.

As he shares these brief parables, Jesus is
repeatedly explaining why he came to earth, suf-
fered, died, and rose. Why did he come? Why did the
Father send him? Why does the Holy Spirit guide the
Church even today? To show us the kingdom of
heaven and to help us see how we are part of that
hoped-for reality by offering us salvation. God'’s
deep and sacrificial love for us—acted out in tangi-
ble, transformative ways—is the reality of the king-
dom of heaven.
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This week, prayerfully place yourself in the situa-
tions of the parables. We are part of God’s kingdom
and by our actions, we help to build up that king-
dom. Treasure: What is hidden within you that God
planted there so you can use it further his kingdom?
Pearl: What value do you bring to the world by being
yourself, uniquely and perfectly made by God? How
does your identity help shape the kingdom of God
on earth? Fish: Do your choices reflect Christ’s
choices? How does the witness of your life draw oth-
ers into God'’s kingdom?

D Read this article about
how much God Ioves and
longs for us.
https://Itp.org/s/God-loves

+ What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life?
+ Do you believe Jesus is right, that you're worth saving? If not, ask him to help

you believe.

+ How does knowing your worth in God'’s eyeé help you to see the kingdom

more clearly? -
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY

IN ORDINARY TIME

LECTIONARY #109A

1 Kings 3:5,7-12

Psalm 119:57,72,76-77,127-128, 129-130
Romans 8:28-30

Matthew 13:44-52 or 13:44-46

Prepare for the Word

The following elements may be used by the catechist,
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today'’s readings.

Leader’s Context

Over the past several weeks, our Gospel readings
have come from Matthew 13. The longer options for
the Gospel readings have included the parables of
the sower, the wheat and the weeds, the mustard
seed, and the yeast. The final parables in Matthew
13 are the ones we hear in today’s reading, of the
buried treasure, the pearl of great price, and the
catch of fish. That final parable is similar to last
week’s parable of the weeds and the wheat. Just as
the harvesters in last week’s Gospel separated the
good (the wheat) from the bad (the weeds), so too are
the good fish separated from the bad in today’s
Gospel. Jesus has been using all of these parables to
highlight the importance of the kingdom of heaven
and to call his followers to act in ways that reflect its
eternal value.

FOCUS: The kingdom of heaven is worth
searching and living for.

Liturgical Calendar Connection

On July 29, we celebrate Sts. Martha, Mary, and
Lazarus, close friends of Jesus who are mentioned
in the Gospels. Each in their own way gave a unique
witness of discipleship. Martha gave a bold declara-
tion of faith in Jesus as the Messiah, Mary demon-
strated an attitude of attentive and prayerful listening
to the Word, and Lazarus became a witness to the
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power of Jesus over life and death. On July 31 we
remember St. Ignatius of Loyola, who founded the
Society of Jesus (the Jesuits). His writings in the
Spiritual Exercises continue to inspire thousands of
Christians around the world.

Church Teaching Connection

“It is the special vocation of the laity to seek the
kingdom of God by engaging in temporal affairs and
directing them according to God’s will. They live in
the world, in each and every one of the world’s occu-
pations and callings and in the ordinary circum-
stances of social and family life which, as it were,
form the context of their existence. There they are
called by God to contribute to the sanctification of
the world from within, like leaven, in the spirit to the
Gospel, by fulfilling their own particular duties.
Thus, especially by the witness of their life, resplen-
dent in faith, hope and charity they manifest Christ
to others” (Lumen gentium, 31).

Hear the Word

Use this resource, a Lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation

Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew.
All: Glorytoyou, O Lord.

All make the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips,
and heart.

Matthew 13:44-52

Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of heaven
is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person



finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells
all that he has and buys that field. Again, the king-
dom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine
pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes
and sells all that he has and buys it. Again, the king-
dom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea,
which collects fish of every kind. When it is full they
haul it ashore and sit down to put what is good into
buckets. What is bad they throw away. Thus it will
be at the end of the age. The angels will go out and
separate the wicked from the righteous and throw
them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wail-
ing and grinding of teeth. ,

“Do you understand all these things?” They
answered, “Yes.” And he replied, “Then every scribe
who has been instructed in the kingdom of heaven
is like the head of a household who brings from his
storeroom both the new and the old.”

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word

When beginning the reflection and discussion about today’s
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week

and journaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin the
following reflection:

As we have for the past several weeks, we continue
to hear parables about the kingdom of heaven and
our faith. This week, Jesus gives three short parables
for us to consider: a treasure buried in a field, a pearl
of great price, and fish caught in a net.

» Which parable resonates the most with you
and why?

These parables communicate two main points to us.
The first point comes from the parables of the trea-
sure in the field and the pearl of great price. When
people find something that they like or is of great
value to them, they often want to find more of it.
Think about a book from a series that you read that
made you want to read the rest of the books in that
series. Or perhaps think of a song you heard that

made you want to listen to all the albums from that
artist. In these parables, the person has found some-
thing of great value and does everything in his or her
power to try to retain that valuable item.

» How can we apply these parables to the king-
dom of heaven?

In our journey of faith, we can sometimes lose sight
of the kingdom and its ultimate value. We get caught
up in the day-to-day concerns, joys, and sorrows of
our life and view things through the lens of what we
have to do rather than the lens of what we are living
for—eternal life in the kingdom of God. The point
of these parables is that when we truly commit our-
selves to living for the kingdom of heaven, we will
strive to make choices that allow us to stay in that
kingdom and share it with others. When we recog-
nize Christ’s presence in our daily life, we enter into
a deeper relationship with him that makes it easier
for us to stay focused on the kingdom.

» How can you live in a way that reflects your
hope in the kingdom of heaven?

Living for the kingdom can be challenging. The dis-
ciples were asked to leave everything behind to fol-
low Jesus. We too are called to put our relationship
with Jesus above every other relationship in our life.
We can be more intentional about our actions and
words, choosing ones that bring us closer to God
rather than pull us away from him.

These choices and our commitment to following
Christ are reflected in the third parable, that of the
catch of fish, which illustrates a second point. When
God’s kingdom arrives at the end of time, there will
be a time of judgement when the good will be wel-
comed into that kingdom while those who chose evil
will be separated out and sent to hell. We don’t have
to be perfect—in fact, we can’t be perfect because we
are human—but we need to continuously return to
God when we have turned away from him. We must
open ourselves to the guidance of the Spirit in our
daily lives to help us live for the kingdom.
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Wrapping It Up

Consider these points to conclude the discussion and
reflection. Integrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
during the discussion as well as the “Church Teaching
Connection” on page 238.

The kingdom of God is of great value and is
the end that Christ is drawing us toward.

Daily life can sometimes cloud our vision of
the kingdom.

We are called to live our lives in a manner
worthy of the kingdom of heaven.

Act on the Word

Pearls of Great Price

For this activity, you will need ping pong balls, spoons, and
water balloons filled with water.

Share with the teens that the first two parables in
today’s Gospel compare the kingdom of heaven with
things of great value, a treasure and a pearl. The
people in the parable know the value of the item and
want to protect it. In taday’s activity, teens will be
protecting “pearls of great price”—ping pong balls
and water balloons!

.Organize the teens into pairs. Have them all help
set up the activity, filling water balloons (enough for
each pair to have one) and marking a starting line
and an ending line that are six feet or more apart. It
is best to do these activities outside, if possible, espe-
cially the water balloon toss. All the pairs will com-
pete in both activities.

Activity 1: Ping Pong Ball Rqce. The teens will line
up at the starting line with their partner. Give each
teen a spoon and each pair a ping pong ball. When
you say “go,” teens will walk (not run) next to their
partner slowly exchanging the ping pong ball
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between each other’s spoon. Every two steps, the
ping pong ball must be exchanged. If a pair drops
their ping pong ball, they must go back to the start-
ing line and begin again. The first team to get to the
finish line wins.

Activity 2: Water Balloon Toss. Have the pairs line
up facing one another, creating two lines. The two
lines should begin about a foot apart. This is a clas-
sic version of the water balloon toss game. Give each
pair one water balloon. When you say “go,” the per-
son holding the balloon tosses it to his or her part-
ner. The goal is for the pairs to toss and catch the
balloon without breaking it. After the first toss, any
pair whose balloon breaks is out. For the pairs
whose balloons did not break, each partner should
take one step back (away from one another) and toss
the balloon again. Continue with this pattern until
one team is left. They are the winners.

Closing Prayer

Your love, O God, is unbounded

and your mercy is beyond what we
justly deserve.

May our lives be signs of our gratitude

and daily bear witness to the value of
your kingdom

and our hope in its eternal reign.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

For Next Sunday

To help teens prepare for next Sunday’s Mass, print, email,
or share on a blog or social media the handout found on
the next page. The JPG and PDF files are available at
www.ltp.org/lwgr. Encourage teens to attend Mass with
family or friends.



