LIVING THE WORD

R REFLECTION

“For God so loved the world” (John 3:16) shows up
on bumper stickers, billboards, and posters at foot-
ball games. It is a good reminder of God’s love and
Jesus’ sacrifice, but the three short verses we read
today also tell us a lot about the Trinity.

The Father is the one who sends, who gives a
mission. The Son is the one who goes into the world,
taking up the mission set by the Father. Jesus saves
by wrapping the broken world in love, the eternal
bond between the Father and the Son—aka the Holy
Spirit. And this mission of love costs the Father his
Son, and the Son his life.

The Gospel also says that if someone does not
believe in Jesus, they are “already condemned.”
Ouch! But remember that God doesn’t force us to
believe—God respects the free will he gave us. The
condemnation mentioned here is not some kind of
punishment God hands out to those who have
doubts or struggle to understand; instead, it's a nat-
ural result of choosing not to accept God’s love.
Rejecting God’s love means we have separated
ourselves from the source of all good things, in this
life and the next. That’s why our mission is to hum-
bly accept and share this saving, Trinitarian love
with others.

© QUESTIONS

Solemnity of the
Most Holy Trinity
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b acrion

This week, consider those around you who have
trouble believing that Jesus came to save, not
to condemn. Ask the Lord to reveal to you moments
in your life that helped you to understand that
truth and believe in the Jesus we hear about in
the Gospel. How might you share those moments
with others?

Watch this powerful
ube reflection from Matthew

Kelly on Jesus’ sacrifice.
https://youtu.be/EyNghMtmVHI

++ What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life?
+ Have there been times when | have chosen to reject God'’s love?

4 How can | share the saving love of Jesus so that others can encounter him?
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Introduction to

ORDINARY TIME

during Spring and Summer

The Season

The Gospel accounts in Ordinary Time during the
spring and summer draw us deeply into the life of
God and the life of the Christian disciple. Ordinary
Time resumes following the fifty-day season of
Easter Time, with the solemnities of the Most Holy
Trinity and the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
(Corpus Christi). These pivotal Sundays focus our
attention on the inner life of God as we can perceive
it, and the impact this life is to have on our lives as we
encounter Christ’s self-giving love in the Eucharist.
Reflecting on these mysteries is a fitting way to tran-
sition into Ordinary Time, in which we explore the
demands of discipleship and the impact a life of dis-
cipleship is to have on us and on all whom we touch.
In these weeks of Ordinary Time, we hear famil-
iar stories of people who encounter Christ, and we
are asked to consider how the people we meet may
encounter Christ through us. This is an eternal
story of the ongoing life of the Church, and a story
that is very personal for each of us. Our regular
reflection on the Sunday Gospel accounts helps us
remember that our call is not a once-and-done but
rather an always-and-everywhere invitation to live
as Christ’s people. Our reflections each week encour-
age us to consider the circumstances of our lives, the
lives of people whom we know and those whom we
do not, and how Christ’s love, forgiveness, mercy, and
compassion will have a lasting impact on us all. These
reflections help us remember that while Ordinary
Time is time that is counted, it is never ordinary,
since the life of the disciple is anything but that!
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Celebrating Ordinary Time during
Spring and Summer with Teens

The weeks following Easter are often filled with spe-
cial moments in the lives of teenagers: dances and
social gatherings; graduations and plans for life
beyond junior high or high school; awards recogni-
tion and the close of spring athletic teams; summer
plans. Giving Sunday Mass and the Gospel the pri-
ority they deserve may be a challenge for some of the
teens in this time of the year. Be aware of the many
things vying for their attention, and encourage them
to prioritize their time well. Acknowledge the youth'’s
presence at Mass and your gatherings as a sign of
their commitment to Christ.

Preparing the Liturgical Environment

The green of Ordinary Time returns with this sea~
son and mirrors the green and new life of spring.
Include in your prayer environment various shades
of green, along with a lectionary, book of the
Gospels, or Bible open to the Gospel for Sunday.
Consider establishing an environment that has ele-
ments that the teens may take with them as you con-
clude your sessions for the summer, such as small
flowers, personal crucifixes, or holy cards.



LECTIONARY #164A
Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9
Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
John 3:16-18

Prepare for the Word

The following elements may be used by the catechist,
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today’s readings.

Leader’s Context

John begins his Gospel account connecting Jesus, the
Word, to God (“the Word was with God, / and the
Word was God” John 1:1). The Word has existed since
before the beginning of time together with God and
was part of the creative work of God. John’s Gospel is
full of highly symbolic language, which he uses to
present theological and spiritual truths. From the
beginning of John’s Gospel, his work is very
Trinitarian, and throughout, his Gospel account
emphasizes the unity of the Father, Son, and Spirit
(for example, see the Last Supper discourses in which
Jesus describes the relationship of the Trinity and
how his actions in the world have expressed and
accomplished the will of God—John 14:1—17:26).
Today’s Gospel passage, which includes the well-
known John 3:16 verse, demonstrates these themes.

QFOCUS: God’s love is the reason for
our salvation.

Liturgical Calendar Connection

On June 1, we celebrate the life and work of
St. Justin, a martyr from the second century. He was
a philosopher who converted to Christianity and
applied elements of philosophical background to
explain certain aspects of the Christian faith. He was
an apologist, which means that his writings were
written in defense of the faith. Two of his works still
exist today and give us a glimpse of the early years
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of the Church, what its liturgy looked like, and what
it believed.

Church Teaching Connection

“The Father is God; the Son is God; the Spirit is
God. But they are not three gods: it is one God in
three Persons. It is a mystery that Jesus Christ
revealed to us: the Holy Trinity. . . . The Father is
love; the Son is love; the Holy Spirit is love. And
inasmuch as he is love, God, while being one alone,
is not solitude but communion, among the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Because love is essen-
tially a gift of self, and in its original and infinite
reality it is the Father who gives himself by generat-
ing his Son, who in turn gives himself to the Father,
and their mutual love is the Holy Spirit, the bond of
their unity. It is not easy to understand, but we can
live this mystery, all of us, we can live it a great deal”
(Pope Francis, Angelus Message, May 30, 2021).

Hear the Word

Use this resource, a Lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation

Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel
' according to John.
All: Glory toyou, O Lord.

All make the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips,
and heart.

John 3:16-18

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him might not perish
but might have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that



the world might be saved through him. Whoever
believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever
does not believe has already been condemned,
because he has not believed in the name of the only
Son of God.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word

When beginning the reflection and discussion about today’s
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week

and journaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin the
following reflection:

This Gospel passage is a short and succinct one, but
it contains one of the most popular and most mem-
orized passage in the Bible. The first sentence of the
passage is often referred to just by its citation—“John
3:16"—which can be found in many places, from
billboards to posters at football games to the bottom
of shopping bags and take out cups.

» Why do you think this Bible verse tends to be
so popular and so frequently quoted?

» What are the characteristics you think of when
you think of love? Are there different types of love?

When describing love, we might think about the
passage from 1 Corinthians that is often read at wed-
dings that describes love as being patient, kind, not
jealous, and so on (1 Corinthians 13:1-13). We might
look at the relationships in our lives—parents, sib-
lings, friends, neighbors—and describe how those
individuals love one another. We might think of how
love is described in pop culture through songs,
shows, and movies.

One of the most important themes that runs
throughout John’s Gospel is that of love. God’s love
is the driving force behind all of God’s actions, from
creation to the end of time. God’s love is the fullness
and perfection of love; God is love (see 1 John 4:7-21).
Any love we experience as human beings toward one
another, in whatever relationship it may be,

participates in God’s love and is a reflection of it. It
can never reach the fullness of divine love, but it can
lead us deeper into the love of God and therefore
into a deeper understanding of who God is.
Sometimes what we think of as love on earth is not
love at all, but rather is a feeling that is ultimately not
for our good and takes us away from God.

All of this talk about love is an essential part of
helping us understand more about the mystery of the
Trinity, which is what we celebrate in our liturgy
today. In the Gospel passage we read today, we see
that divine love is the inspiration for our salvation. We
are saved because God loves us and all his creation.
The reading clearly mentions the Father and the Son
in the work of salvation (the Father giving his only
Son), but the Holy Spirit isn't mentioned explicitly.
Nevertheless, the Holy Spirit is present and at work.
Elsewhere in John’s Gospel, he notes how the gift of
eternal life is given to us through the Spirit. ,

Any action taken by God is an act of the Trinity
because God cannot be divided. One Person of the
Trinity does not act apart from the others. For exam-
ple, we see throughout John’s Gospel that Jesus con-
sistently connects his purpose with the Father’s
purpose and the work of the Spirit in the world.
They are one. '

» What does this understanding of God’s love and
the unity of the Trinity tell us about God?

» What are some ways you see God'’s love (and
therefore, God’s presence) in the world today?

» What does this understanding of the love of the
Trinity teach you about your relationships with
God and others?

Jesus, as the incarnate Son of God, gave us tangible
teachings and examples of who God is and our rela-
tionship with God the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. He showed us how we can participate in the
life of God by following God’s will and modeling our
life on the life of Christ. When we do this, we are
able to share God'’s love with others and point them
toward a deeper relationship with God.

ORDINARY TIME DURING SPRING AND SUMMER - 207



Wrapping It Up

Consider these points to conclude the discussion and
reflection. Integrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
during the discussion as well as the “Church Teaching
Connection” on page 206.

The Trinity is God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit; one God, three
Persons. This is a mystery of our faith.

God is love and all of God’s actions are
informed by this love.

God wants to save us and offer us eternal life
because of his love for us.

Act onthe Word

Images of the Trinity

For this activity, you will need a variety of art and craft
supplies, like colored pencils, paper, pipe cleaners, yarn,
popsicle sticks, glue, and scissors. You will also need to
allow the teens to use their phones or provide tablets for
them to use.

Because the Trinity is a mystery of our faith, it can-
not be fully understood. Explaining the Trinity can
be challenging, as can finding images that represent
it well. Nevertheless, our attempts at these explana-
tions and images help us to explore its meaning.

In this activity, the different options can be set
up as different stations the young people can switch
between, or you can have each teen choose one
option to do for the entire activity.

Option 1: Have the teens use craft items such as
paper, glue, popsicle sticks, and so on to create an
item or piece of art that teaches others about the
three Persons of the Trinity. The artwork can depict
an item that actually exists in our world, or it can be
a new representation of the Trinity that the teens
create, like a unique symbol.
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Option 2: Have the young people use tablets or
smartphones to capture images of nature or items
inside your gathering space or the parish church that
remind them of the Trinity. Once they have photos,
the teens can enhance the images, adding captions
or other visual effects to explain how these photos
depict the Trinity.

Option 3: Have the teens search online for
famous images or artwork of the Trinity. They
should then use these images for inspiration and
draw or sketch their own version of this famous art
piece using paper and colored pencils.

After teens have finished researching and creat-
ing their own images of the Trinity, have a presen-
tation or a gallery walk of their newly created images
or symbols. They should be able to explain how
these images represent each person of the Trinity
and what the Church teaches us about the Trinity.

Closing Prayer
God our Father,
you have sent your Son into the world for
the salvation of all people;
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
" you have lifted up all nations to your glory.
Grant that every believer bear this good news
to the ends of the earth.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For Next Sunday

To help teens prepare for next Sunday’s Mass, print, email,
or share on a blog or social media the handout found on
the next page. The JPG and PDF files are available at
www.ltp.org/Iwgr. Encourage teens to attend Mass with
family or friends.



