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R REFLECTION

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus is looking back on his
ministry and the things that he has done for the
glory of God, even as he looks toward his passion,
where God will glorify him. This prayer that he
makes to the Father takes place at the end of the
Last Supper. His prayer is both reflective and hope-
ful and is an encouragement to his followers to per-
severe in their faith and good works.

Imminent death or persecution has a way of
sharpening and bringing to light a person’s most
deeply held beliefs and convictions. In 1963, the
Rivonia Trial began in South Africa. The trial, which
lasted for approximately nine months, was brought
against several anti-apartheid activists including
Nelson Mandela. Mandela, who would later become

president of South Africa, gave a three-hour long

speech in his defense, concluding with the line, “[i]t
is an ideal for which | am prepared to die.” This state-
ment summed up the conviction of the men on trial:
they believed that opposing the extreme segrega-
tion and discrimination of apartheid was worth los-
ing their lives for, if necessary. Though they were
not sentenced to death, they did receive the sen-
tence of life in prison. Eventually, some thirty years
later, apartheid was abolished.
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Jesus doesn't say in so many words that he is
prepared to die, but he does emphasize his complete
obedience to and cooperation with the Father,
wherever that may lead. Jesus’ prayer invites us to
examine our lives to see how our beliefs lead us to
accomplish the work of God in the world.

b acrion

Take some time to reflect on those things that you
take pride in your life. What are some of your
achievements? What are some goals that you still
have? How can these achievements and goals lead
you to God? Take these reflections to brayer, thank-
ing God for the gifts he has given you and asking him
to show you his path for your life.

D Learn more about Nelson |
Mandela in this short video:
https://youtu.be/PyfOrbOO0xf4

4 What do today’s readings teach you about the Christian life?
+ What are some of your core beliefs? How do these shape your actions?
+ What does this prayer teach you about the relationship between Jesus and

the Father?
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

LECTIONARY #59A
Acts 1:12-14

Psalm 27:1,4,7-8
1Peter 4:13-16

John 17:1-11a

Prepare for the Word

The following elements may be used by the catechist,
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s
session with teens. You may integrate this information
into the reflection and discussion on today’s readings.

Leader’s Context

For the past two Sundays, we have read from the

farewell discourse in John’s Gospel. Today we con-

tinue this as we hear Jesus’ final prayer before his
arrest and crucifixion. Jesus is still with the disciples
during the night of the Last Supper. During his
prayer, he prayé both for himself and his disciples.
Jesus speaks to God and makes it clear that he has
accomplished his tasks on earth and has glorified
God’s name in the world. Jesus expresses concern
for his disciples, whom he will leave behind on earth.
He distinguishes his disciples, and us, from the rest
of the world. We are in this world but believe in
Jesus, so we belong to God and not the world. The
young people are encouraged to be of service to the
rest of the world by bringing them to Jesus.

FOCUS: Prayer unites us with Christ and
with our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Liturgical Calendar Connection

On May 21, we celebrate St. Cristébal (Christopher)
Magallanes (1869-1927) and companions. Cristébal
was a Mexican parish priest in Totatiche and also
evangelized to the indigenous Huichol people.
During his lifetime, an anti-Catholic government
arose in Mexico that limited the power of the
Church and shut down churches and seminaries.
Many Catholics banded together to continue minis-
tering to those in need, sharing the Gospel, and cel-
ebrating the liturgy. Although there were those who
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promoted taking up arms, Cristébal did not.
Nevertheless, he was unjustly arrested for this and was
martyred without a trial. The companions that were
canonized with Cristébal in 1992 were twenty-one
other priests and three lay men. They were martyred
for the faith at various points over a span of twenty-
two years (1915-1937).

Church Teaching Connection

“In the last hours of his life, Jesus prays. In those
sorrowful moments, as he prepares to take leave of
his disciples and this world, Jesus prays for his
friends. Even though he bears in his heart and in his
flesh all the sin of the world, Jesus continues to love
us and pray for us. From his prayer, we learn how to
deal with dramatic and painful moments in our own
lives” (Pope Francis, Homily, May 16, 2021).

Hear the Word

Use this resource, a Lectionary; or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation

Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel

Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John.
All: Glory toyou, O Lord.

All make the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips,
and heart.

John 17:1-11a

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the
hour has come. Give glory to your son, so that your
son may glorify you, just as you gave him authority
over all people, so that your son may give eternal life
to all you gave him. Now this is eternal life, that they
should know you, the only true God, and the one



whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glorified you on earth
by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do.
Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory that
I had with you before the world began.

“I revealed your name to those whom you gave
me out of the world. They belonged to you, and you
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now
they know that everything you gave me is from you,
because the words you gave to me I have given to
them, and they accepted them and truly understood
that I came from you, and they have believed that
you sent me. I pray for them. I do not pray for the
world but for the ones you have given me, because
they are yours, and everything of mine is yours and
everything of yours is mine, and I have been glorified
in them. And now I will no longer be in the world,
but they are in the world, while I am coming to you.”

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Everyone may be seated.

Reflect on the Word

When beginning the reflection and discussion about today's
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week

and journaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:
What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin the
following reflection: ‘

At the end of Jesus’ ministry on earth, he prays to
God. Here we glimpse the importance of prayer, of
communication with God. In the moments before
his passion begins, he prays. Jesus reminds us
through this prayer that even in the midst of great
suffering, we should pray. As his Church, we believe
that prayer is our way of talking with God, of
responding to God who is already talking with us.
Prayer engages us in a relationship with God that is
both personal and mutual. God speaks to us through
Jesus’s words and the grace of the Holy Spirit. When
we pray, we enter more deeply into our relationship
with God, as well as our relationship with all the
members of the Body of Christ. Prayer shapes us on
both an individual level and a communal level.

We see this interwoven relationship in Jesus’
prayer. Jesus speaks of his relationship with the

Father and how all of his actions on earth were
working for God’s glory. Now God will continue to
work his glory through Christ’s passion, death, and
resurrection. Jesus and the Father are so intimately
connected that it can be hard to discern who exactly
is acting in this Gospel passage. Think of a double
helix, our understanding of the structure of DNA.
The individual strands are connected, creating a
spiraling structure. Though this analogy cannot
completely articulate the relationship of the Trinity,
nor of our relationship with God, it is a helpful
image to have as we consider the words of Jesus’
prayer. When we enter into communion with God
through prayer, we also enter into communion with
others in the Body of Christ who also are part of the
communion with God. So, when Jesus prioritizes
praying to God, he is modeling the kind of commu-
nal relationship he wants us to have with him.

» What is your prayer life like? How do you make
time to pray? What are some things that stand in
the way of a rich prayer life?

» What are some things that could help young
people more actively participate in a life of
prayer, and thus in their relationship with Jesus
and the Church?

In Jesus’ prayer, he glorifies God and says that he has
accomplished all that he set out to do. We learn
through this prayer that Jesus’ purpose on earth was
to reveal God to the world. He accomplished this
mission, and it will carry on through his disciples
and followers because they listened to his words and
believed in him. Jesus says that eternal life is when
we know the true God. That the disciples knew and
believed in Jesus was the first step along this journey
to eternal life. When they, and we, enter into eternal
life, we will experience the fullness of life in God’s
eternal kingdom. ‘

» Do you feel as though you know Jesus well?
What parts of ourselves might we think Jesus

would like? What might we want to try to hide
from Jesus?

Jesus knows us on a deep, personal level. He knows
our triumphs and our failings. From this prayer, we
can believe that we, the followers of Jesus, are Jesus’
greatest accomplishment. The disciples believed in
him and followed his command, just as we too
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believe in him and share in his mission in the world.
Through our faith and our prayers, we belong to
Jesus just as the disciples did. Our faithfulness glo-
rifies God and serves as a beacon of light to all who
seek Jesus.

Even though Jesus had to leave his disciples, his
Spirit remained within them. This Spirit is still with
us today and helps us continue the work that the
disciples started. Jesus is alive in our hearts and in
our Church when we prioritize prayer, serve others
with love and compassion, and forgive others.

Wrapping It Up

Consider these points to conclude the discussion and
reflection. Integrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
during the discussion as well as the “Church Teaching
Connection” on page 196.

Jesus wants us to be in relationship with him
through prayer.

Jesus has revealed God to the world and is
ready to return to God'’s right hand.

When we continue in Jesus’ mission on earth,
Jesus is always present with us.

Act on the Word

Prayer Rocks

For this activity, you will need rocks (big enough to write one
or two words on them), paints (acrylic paints work well for
this activity), paint brushes, and other painting supplies like
cups, water, paper towels, and newspapers or tablecloths to
cover the work surfaces.

Share with the teens that they will be creating prayer
rocks today, to give them a tangible reminder of the
need for prayer. Give each young person one to three
rocks, depending on how many you have. They
should decorate their rocks with words of love, pain,
hope, sorrow, and faith, whatever is on their hearts
that they want to bring to God in prayer. You can
play some Christian music in the background as the
teens work. V

When they have completed their rocks, have
them sit down in a circle and invite them to take a few
deep breaths to calm themselves for prayer. Have
them go around the circle and offer up their prayers.
When everyone has said a prayer, ask them to quietly
pray that God will hear each of their prayers. Ask
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them to pray for one another, for the needs spoken
aloud and the prayers that remain in their hearts. Ask
them to keep these intentions in prayer this week.
Close your small prayer service with the Our Father.

When you have finished your prayer service, ask
the teens to exchange one of their rocks with some-
one else in the room. Ask them to consider exchang-
ing rocks with someone that they don’t talk to very
often. Have them use these rocks to continue to pray
for that person this coming week. Suggest that they
communicate at least once during the week to check
in with one another and see if there is anything else
they could pray for.

Closing Prayer

Christ our light,
you showed us the way to the Father,
and will not rest until we belong to him.
We praise you for your loving sacrifice,
which opened the doors of heaven to us.
May we be inspired by the Holy Spirit
to deepen our relationship with you
through prayer, acts of service,

and a humble spirit.
You live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen. :

For Next Sunday

To help teens prepare for next Sunday’s Mass, print, email,
or share on a blog or social media the handout found on
the next page. The JPG and PDF files are available at
www.ltp.org/lwgr. Encourage teens to attend Mass with
family or friends.



