LIVING THE WORD

Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 27, 2022
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To forgive is to love, again and again. This kind of for-

giving love, the kind showed by the father in today's
Gospel, is tested -and so it is strong. Forgiving love is
not held down by grudges or expectations. Forgiving
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Forgiveness is a major component of the Lenten
season and today's Gospel. It's a time to consider

who we need to forgive-and also, who we need to
seek forgiveness from. The Church offers the beautiful sacrament of reconciliation as space to seek

love is free to embrace the gifts of the present
moment. Forgiving love recognizes that people
change. They grow, and our image of them must

forgiveness from God and receive the grace that
comes with a truly sorry heart. Consider attending a

grow, too.

Lenten reconciliation service at your parish.

Forgiving love takes seriously the wise saying

that the present moments offers ten thousand
graced opportunities to return to God. With the tick
of the clock, the current moment passes away and a
new moment arises. A new chance to be with God,
or to return to God again, is born.
• Each moment offers the chance to return to
God. How can you be like the father in the story of
the prodigal son? Can you imagine your heart leaping with joy for the now? Can you find it in your
heart to forgive a family member or friend who
needs it? ln doing so, can you feel the barriers to joy
being lifted? Can you feel the freedom that comes
with practicing forgiving love?
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+ What do today's readings teach you about the Christian life?
4 Can you find it in your heart to forgive a family member or friend who needs it?
+ How might practicing forgiving love bring you greater joy?
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Church Teaching Connection

Joshua 5:9a, 10-12

"Nothing of what a repentant sinner places before

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Prepare for the Word
Thefollowingelementsmay'beusedbythecatechist,
teacher, or youth min.Ister to prepare to facilitate today's
sessi.on wi.th teens. You mciy 'integrate this jnformatjon
into the reflection and discussion on today's readings.

God's mercy can be excluded from the embrace of his
forgiveness. For this reason, none of us has the right
to make forgiveness conditional. Mercy is always a

gratuitous act of our heavenly Father, an uncondiJ
tional and unmerited act of love. Consequently, we
cann6triskopposingthefullfreedomoft'helovewith
which God enters into the life of every person. Mercy
is this concrete action of love that, by forgiving, trans~
forms and changes our lives" (Pope Francis, jl4£.schco7zzde

etmisera,I).

Leader's Context
We hav; heard the story of the prodigal son many
times, and the young people will most likely also be
familiar with it. Even so, there is so much to explore
within this parable. There are themes of forgiveness,
mercy, and love. Going deeper, we also see themes
of justice and fairness. We are invited to look at

things from God's perspective rather than from our
own selfishness. True happiness is not found in
doing whatever we want or in buying lots of things.
It is found in our relationship with God. The son's
realization of the father's love and the father's wel~
come of the son at the end of the parable shows us
that God is what we truly seek.

Hear the Word
Use this resource, a lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the
reading. The book.should be held reverently or placed on a
lectern. 1f possible, light a candle that is placed near vihere

the Gospel w.Ill be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand.

Gospel Acclamation
Use the same musical Setting that is used in your parish or

at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim
the Gospel.

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, lting of
endless glory.
Gospel

QFOCuS:Chn.stJ.anhappi.nessjsrootedi.n

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Reader: A reading from the holyGospel

our relationship with God.

according to Luke .

All: Glorytoyou, O Lord.

Liturgical Calendar Connection
The liturgical season of Lent is a time of prayer and
penitence. WE are called to reflect on the times that
we have sinned and ask for God's forgiveness. so that
we can joyfully celebrate Christ's resurrection. By
our baptism, we were made new in Christ; at Easter
we can renew our baptismal promises and renew our
relationship with God. Today's Gospel serves as an
invitation to reconciliation and provides a good
opportunity to talk about the sacrament of reconciliation the Church offers. Encourage one another to

go to this sacrament to encounter God's immense
love and mercy.
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All make the s.Ign of the cross on their forehead, lips,

and heart.

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to
listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began
to complain, saying, "This man welcomes sinners
and eats with thein`." So to them`Jesus addressed this
parable: "A man had two sons, and the younger son
said to his father, `Father give me the share of your
estate that should come to me.' So the father divided
the property between them. After a few days, the
younger son collected all his belongings and set off to
a distant country where he squandered his

inheritance on a life of dissipation. When he had
freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that
country, and he found himself in dire need. So he
hired himself out to one of the local citizens who sent
him to his farm to tend the swine. And he longed `to
eat his fill of the pods on which the swine fed, but
nobody gave him any. Coming to his senses he
thought, `How many of my father's hired workers
have more than enough food to eat, but here am I,
dying from hunger. I shall get up and go to my father
and I shall say to him, "Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be
called your son; treat me as you would treat one of
your hired workers." So he got up and went bac`k to
his father. While he was still a long way off, his father
caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion.
He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. His
son said to him, `Father, I have sinned against heaven
and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your
son.' But his father ordered his servants, `Quickly
bring the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on
his finger and sandals on his feet. Take the fattened
calf and slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a
feast, because this son of mine was dead, and has
come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.'
Then the celebration began. Now the`older son had
been out in the field and, on his way back, as he
neared the house, he heard the sound of music and
dancing. He called one of the servants and asked
what this might mean. The servant s'aid to him,
`Your brother has returned and your father has
slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him
back safe and sound.' He became angry, and when
he refused to enter the house, his father came out
and pleaded with him. He said to his father in reply,
`Look, all these years I served you and not once did I
disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a

young goat to feast on with my friends. But when your
son returns who swallowed up your property with

prostitutes, for him you slaughter the fattened calf.'
He said to him, `My son, you are here with me always;
everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate
and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has
come to life again; he was lost and has been found."

Reader:The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise toyou, Lord Jesus christ.

Reflect on the Word
When beginning the reflect.Ion and discussion about today's
readings, first refer to the handout for today. Ask teens
what they learned about themselves and about Christian
discipleship from performing the action for the week
and joumaling. Ask teens about the readings of the day:

What struck them? What do they think the readings mean?
How do the readings affect their own lives? Then begin the
following reflection:

> Notice what causes Jesus to share this parable.
What situation is Jesus in? Why might this context be significant?
Jesus addresses his parables to many different audi~
ences. In today's Gospel, we hear that the religious
leaders of the time were complaining about Jesus'
mercy toward sinners. Because of this, Jesus tells them
a story about God's generous love and forgiveness.
The parable begins with a shocking situation.
When the younger son asks for his share of the inher~
itance, he is very much saying to his Father, "I wish

you were dead so I can have what belongs to me."

> Why do you think the son would ask this of
his father?

> How might his father have felt when he heard
such a request?
We hear that the younger son comes to his senses
and decides to return home. From his own self-reflection we can see it must have been difficult to
gather the courage to admit to his father that he
made a mistake.
> What do you feel like when you have to admit
you made a mistake? Why does it seem so difficult to admit when we are wrong?
Consider the details Luke includes when sharing
this story. The father is not angry with the younger
son. In fact, it seems as if he is longing for him. We
hear that the father notices the returning son when
he was still far awa.y. The father clearly loves his son,
even though the son did not act in a loving way
toward him.
> How might this image be significant in reflecti.ng
on your own image of God?

Everyone may be seated.
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> The father says that the son was dead, when
clearly he is still alive. Why might this word choice

Act on the Word

be significant?

The Prodigals of Today

The parable could have easily ended with the return
of the younger son. It is a joyful moment and full of
love and hope. It would be the picture perfect ending.

For this activity, you will need current newspapers or access
to online news sources for the teens. It may also be helpful to
have notepaper available for the teens to use.

> Why, then, do you think Jesus includes the
interactl.on between the older son and the father?
What does this relationship contribute to understanding the parable and the context in which it
was .told?

We all feel jealous of others at times and want things
to be "fair." But God's love and mercy goes beyond
our sense of wnat is fair. It is the perfect love. As
Christians, we are called to imitate this love in all
our relationships.

Wrapping lt Up
Cons.Ider these points to conclude the discussion and

reflection. I ntegrate the thoughts and ideas that surfaced
during the discuss.Ion as well as the "Church Teaching

Connection" on page 154.

Although we try to find happiness in a number of ways, true happiness is found in relationship and community.

Separate the teens into small groups. Give each group
newspapers or allow them to use their phones or
other devices to look up news online. Then, ask each

group to find a contemporary news story that seems
to parallel the reality that is described in toda.y's par~

able about the prodigal son. Encourage the young
people to be creative in making connections, as the
truths of the parable transcend the context in which
it was originally told.

Once the groups have found their news stories,
have each group turn the current event into a parable and share this fresh perspective with the larger
group. After each group presents, invite the other
teens to comment on similarities and differences
between the stories. You may want to guide th? discussion by asking how these stories reveal the relationship between God and human beings.

Closing Prayer
God of mercy and love,

God always welcomes us home, no matter
the circumstances. This love is entirely

you call on sinners

unconditional.

Grant to us, your servants,

God celebrates when we return to him.

hearts alive with forgiveness

to renew their lives in you.

following the example of Christ,
who I`Ives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

For Next Sunday
To help teens prepare for next Sunday's Mass, print, ema.il,
or share on a blog or social media the handout found on
the next page. The JPG and PDF files are available at www
.Itp.org/Iwgr. Encourage teens to attend Mass with family
or friends. If your parish will be celebrating the third scrutiny
with those preparing for Baptism at the Easter Vigil, the Year

A readings may be used. The handout and session for the
Year A readings are found in the appendix of this book on

pages 247-250.
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